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BBEJIEHUE

[Mpennaraemslit COOPHUK y4EOHBIX MaTEPHAIIOB TIPEJCTABISIET COOOH aKTyallbHYIO
pa3paboTKy, NpeJHA3HAYCHHYO /ISl ayAUTOPHOM U BHEAYJUTOPHON PabOThI CTYICHTOB,
U3yYaloNUX AHTIUICKUM S3BIK B KauecTBE OCHOBHOW crenuanbHOCTH. COOpHHK
3ayMaH aBTOPOM B KauecTBE y4eOHOTO CpEICTBA, CIIOCOOHOTO OOECHeUUTh Kade-
CTBEHHYIO IOJTOTOBKY IIPENOJABaTENs U CTYAEHTOB K MPAKTHYECKHM 3aHATHAM MO
Jqucuuree «IIpakTuka yCTHON M MUCBMEHHON pedn».

COOpHHK y4eOHBIX MaTeprasIoB BKIFOYALT criemyronme pasnenbl: «CrumBoblCITA,
«Crpana reorpaduueckoro paszHooOpasus», «lcropus CoenuneHabix(IllTaToB»,
«Kpymseiinme ropoja», «/loctonpumedarensroctd Hpo-Mopka», «Meuta'o Kamu-
¢dopHUN», «BalIMHITOH», «AMEpPUKAaHCKUE [EHHOCTH», KAMEpHKaHCKas HAes»,
«[InaBUIIBHBIA KOTEN WIKM cajaTHUIA?», «Eciau Thl YepHBIH...», «AMEPUKaHCKUI
xapakrtep». Paznensl k ka0l TeMe UMEIOT OJHOOOPa3HyI0 CTPYKTYPY, B.KOTOPOi
MPEeIYyCMOTPEHO CIeayloliee. BBEACHHE, B KOTOPOM CTYAEHTaM JIpejajaraercs
OTBETUTH Ha MpeABapsIOIINe BOIPOCH! 110 TeME, pacCMaTPUBAEMOH 1ajee B pasnede,
ayJMpoBaHKe, YTeHHEe, OTPabOTKa JIEKCHYECKOTO M I'PaMMATHYECKOro MaTepuala,
BOTIPOCHI JUIsl 00CY>KACHHS WU BBIITOJTHEHHE POEKTa.

3agaHus JaHHOTO COOPHUKA Y4eOHBIX MAaTEPHAJIOB ABISIOTCS Pa3HOTLIAHOBBIMHU
U OPUEHTHUPOBAHHBIMU Ha COBEPLICHCTBOBAHUE HABBIKOB, a TAKXKE PA3BUTHE YMEHUN
BCEX BHUJIOB PEUYEBOM AEATENBHOCTH — ayAWPOBaHUs, TOBOPEHHs, YTEHHs, MUCbMA.
Oxka3bpIBaeTCsl BHUIMAHHE PA3BUTHIO YMEHUS AprYMEHTHPOBAHHON PEeYH CTYAEHTOB.
Hacrositiee nocodue mogyMHEHO KOMIUICKCHOW peann3aiuy 3anad GOpMUPOBaHHS
y CTYIEHTOB JIMHTBUCTHMYECKOH, KOMMYHUKATUBHOU U COLMOKYJIbTYPHOM KOMIIETCHIUNA.
MHorue 3aiaHusl ABJSIOTCS JINYHOCTHO OPUEHTUPOBAaHHBIMU. CBOUM cofepkKaHUEM
IpeAIaraeMblil MaTepHai MO3BOMAST, PACIINPUTH 3HAHHUS O CTPaHE U3Y4aeMOoro sA3bIKa.
ABTOpPOM IpejJIaraoTcs 3aJaHus Ha CpaBHEHHE KYJIbTYphl U3y4aeMOI0 SI3bIKa
C pojHOH KynbTypoil. Taxke B COOPHHUKE MPE/ICTABICHBI JMYHOCTHO OPUCHTHPOBAHHBIC
BONPOCH W 3aJaHWs, HalpaBIcHHbIE Ha (OPMHUPOBAHHME IIEHHOCTHBIX MO3HINI
CTYIECHTOB.

ABTOp Onarofapur mpemnonaBareseii bapaHOBHYCKOro rocyaapcTBEHHOTO YHU-
Bepcutera 1. J1. 3BoHapeBy u A. A. CaBko 3a IOMOIIb B IT0100pe MaTepUaoB JUIs
cOopHuKa, a Takke A.b. Illymkoro 3a 3amuck ayAnOTEKCTOB.



| THE SYMBOLSOF THE USA

LEAD-IN

“ Listen to a piece of a song. Can you guess what song it is?
Do you know any other symbols of the United States of America?
What interesting facts do you know about the country?

What outstanding American people do you know?

LISTENING

1. ﬂ Listen to a verse from the National Anthem of the'USA and fill in the
gaps'.

Oh, say , by the dawn’s early, ;

What so we hailed at the twilight’s last gleaming?

Whose and , through the perilous ,
O’er the ramparts we watched, were so gallantly, ?

And the ' red glare, the bursting in ,

Gave proof through the that our was still there.

O say, does that - yet wave

O'er the of the and the of the ?
READING

2. Read about thewsymbols of the USA. Work with a partner. Ask and answer
questions aboutithem.

SYMBOLS OF THE USA
|

g I.:ﬁ;— = There are many symbols that
a - % =%, represent the United States of America
- Some of the most popular ones are the
Stars and Stripes (the US flag), the Great
Sed of the USA, the bald eagle (the

national  bird), the Washington
Monument, the Lincoln Memorial, the
US Capitol, the White House,

Independence Hall, the Liberty Bell,

1You can find complete version of the anthem in Appendix A.



the Statue of Liberty (a gift from France), the Gateway Arch (in St. Louis,
Missouri), Mount Rushmore (carved on a mountain in South Dakota), the Alamo,
The Star Spangled Banner (the national anthem of the USA), The Pledge of
Allegiance, Y ankee Doodle, Uncle Sam (a cartoon figure designed by Thomas
Nast), the Vietnam Veterans Memorial, the Jefferson Memoria, Gettysburg,
Monticello, Mount Vernon, the Golden Gate Bridge, the World War 2 Memorial,
and many others.

THE FLAG OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

The flag of the United States of America consists
of 13 equal horizontal stripes of red (top and bottom)
alternating with white, with a blue rectangle in the
canton bearing 50 small, white, five-pointed stars
arranged in nine offset horizontal rows of six stars
(top and bottom) alternating with rows of five stars.
The 50 stars on the flag represent the 50 U.S. states and the 13 stripes represent the
origina Thirteen Colonies that rebelled against the British Crown and became the
first states in the Union. Nicknames for the flag include the Stars and Stripes, Old
Glory, the American flag, and the Star-Spangled Banner (also the name of the
country’ s official national anthem).

THE NATIONAL ANTHEM

“The Star-Spangled Banner” is the national anthem of the United States of
America. The lyrics come from a poem written in 1814 by Francis Scott Key, a then
35-year-old amateur poet who wrote “ Defence of Fort McHenry”.

THE GREAT SEAL OF THE USA

The(design of first seal of the President of the
United States/of America was designed by Benjamin
Franklin, John Adams and Thomas Jefferson at the
request of the Continental Congress. The design was
approved on June 20, 1782.

The seal pictures an American bald eagle holding
a ribbon in its beek; the ribbon has the motto of the USA, MK
“E PLURIBUS UNUM,” meaning “Out of many, -
one” The eagleis dutching an olive branch (with 13 olives
and 13 leaves) in one foot (symbolizing peace) and
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13 arrows in the other (the 13 stands for the original 13 colonies and the arrows
symbolize the acceptance of the need to go to war to protect the country).

A shield is in front of the eagle; the shield has 13 red and white stripes
(representing the original 13 colonies) with a blue bar above it (it symbolizes the
uniting of the 13 colonies and represents congress). Above the eagle are rays, a circle
of clouds, and 13 white stars.

THE BALD EAGLE

The bald eagle, Haliaeetus leucocephalus, is amagnificent
bird of prey that is native to North America. Thismajestic eagle
is not really bald; white feathers cover its head. The derivation
of the name “bad” isfrom an obsolete English wordmeaning white.
The bad eagle has been the nationa symbol of the USA since 1782.

WASHINGTON MONUMENT

The Washington Monument is an obelisk-shaped building in Washington, D.C.
that was built to honor the first President. of the United States of America, George
Washington. This 555-foot-tall obelisk. isithe tallest building in the District of
Columbia— by law, no other building in D:C.is alowed to be taler.

THEWHITE HOUSE

The White House is the official residence of the
President of the United States of America, and has been
for over 200 years. It is located at 1600 Pennsylvania
Avenuein Washington, D.C., the capitd city of the USA.

The White House was originally built from 1792
to 1800. It was burned down by British soldiers
during theWar of 1812, but was rebuilt from 1815to 1817.

Thefirst US President to live in the White House
was John’Adams (the second President of the USA). Adams and his family moved
to the White House in 1800. They had previoudy lived in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania (which had been the temporary capital of the USA while
Washington, D.C., was being built). When the Adams family moved into the
White House, the interior of the building was not quite finished. Construction was
completed during Thomas Jefferson’ s term (1801—21809).

It is a moot question in Washington whether the Capitol or the White House
holds first interest. As the residence of the President, perhaps the White House has
the edge. Every President except Washington lived there.
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The Executive Mansion, as it was originally known, is the oldest public
structure in the city. It got its name from its white walls. But the White House
wasn't aways white, its original color was grey. Thousands of Americans flock to
visit President’s home and office. The White House suggests a very nice country
house of arandom architectural mixture. If you fed like it you can take a swing through
the public rooms, most mornings observed by the valuable portraits on the walls.

THE CAPITOL

The Capitol is the seat of the US
Congress. The Capitol Building dominates
al Washington. The Capitol consists of
a centra building crowned by a great
dome and connected at each end by gdleries
with a large wing. The north wing
contains the Senate Chamber, and the
south wing — the House of Representatives.

Both chambers of the Congress are
open to public, they have vidtors galleries,
thereis a special gallery for foreign diplomatsiSpecial places are set aside for press,
radio and TV representatives. Inside the Capitol,"among the most precious relics of
the past, the original Declaration of Independence may be seen.

Inauguration of presidents and vice-presidents are held in front of the Capitol.

LIBERTY BELL

The Liberty Bell is"a huge bronze bell that symbolizes |
freedom in the United 'States of America. This historic bell is
located in Philadélphig, “Pennsylvania, USA. The bell was
origindly casth.in, 1752 in London, England. It was
commissioned as abell for the Pennsylvania State House (now
called Independence Hall).

The'bell was originally called the State House Bell or the
Province Bell. The bell was first called the Liberty Bell around
1839 by abolitionist (anti-slavery) publications.

STATUE OF LIBERTY

The Statue of Liberty is a huge sculpture that is located on Liberty Island in
New Y ork Harbor. This monument was a gift to the USA from the people of France
in recognition of the French-American alliance during the American Revolution.



Liberty was designed by the French sculptor Frederic
Auguste Bartholdi. The hollow copper statue was built in
France — it wasfinished in July, 1884. It was brought to the USA
in 350 pieces on a French ship called the “Isere” (in June,
1885). The statue was re-assembled in the USA and was
completed on October 28, 1886.

There are 354 steps inside the statue and its pedestal.
There are 25 viewing windows in the crown. The seven rays of Liberty’s crown
symbolize the seven seas and seven continents of the world. Liberty holds atablet in
her left hand that reads “July 4, 1776” (in Roman numerals), our Independence Day.

The statue is 305 feet 1 inch (93 meters) tall from the ground to the tip of the
torch. The nose aloneis 4 ft 6 inches (1.37 m) long.

ST. LOUIS GATEWAY ARCH

Eatenar; Curve The St. Louis Gateway Arch isan elegant monument

to westward expansion.in the USA. Located on the banks
of the Mississippi RiverinSt. Louis, Missouri, the 630-foot
tall stainlessged arch rises above the city skyline The Jefferson
National ExpansiontMemorial consists of the Gateway
x | Arch, the Museum of Westward Expansion, and St. Louis'

Old Courthouse.
y = k cosh (x/k) The'monument in St. Louis honors western pioneers.
EEnchantz dLearning.can The St Louis Gateway Arch is in the form of an

inverted catenary, which is‘a very“stable structure that is often used in bridges,
domes, and arches. A catenhary isithe shape that a chain or necklace forms when held
by the two ends.

UNCLE SAM

Uncle Sam symbolizes the US government. He is a tall, thin
man with white hair and a white beard. He wears atall hat, a bow
tie, and the stars and stripes of the American flag. During the War
of 1812, the US government hired meat packers to provide meat
to the army. One of these meat packers was Samuel Wilson. He
_ stamped the boxes of meat for the army with alarge “U.S.” — for

: YOlI the United States. A government inspector came to look over
FOR U.S.ARMY syyys company. He asked a worker what the U.S. on the boxes
stood for. As a joke, the worker answered that these letters stood for the name of his
boss, Uncle Sam. The joke spread, and soldiers began saying that their food came from
Uncle Sam. Before long, people caled all things that came from the government
“Uncle Sams’. “Uncle Sam” became a nickname for the U.S. government.
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IMT. RUSHMORE NATIONAL MEMORIAL

Mt. Rushmore Nationa Memorial is a huge mountain sculpture of four US
Presidents, located near Keystone, in the Black Hills of South Dakota. The Presidents
depicted are: George Washington, Thomas
Jefferson, Theodore “Teddy” Roosevelt, and
Abraham Lincoln. These four Presidents wefre
chosen to represent the founding, growth and
preservation of the United States.

The United States of America— often referred
to as the United States, USA, or U.S. = is one
_ of the largest and most prosperous countries in
H theworld. The U.S. isaninternationd and global

leader in many areas and playsia key role in
international and global affairs. What the United States does affects'many places
around the world and the world as a whole. Therefore,it,isdmportant to know and
understand fundamental and important facts about the United States.

TALKING POINTS

3. Make up apresentation of US symbals. Comment on the slides.

4. Discuss with a partner the factsgiven below.

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA®

Motto: E Pluribus Unum (traditional) — Out of many, one.
In God We Trust (1956 — present)

Anthem: “The Star-Spangled Banner”

! For the political map of the USA see Appendix B.



Capital Washington, D.C.
38°53'N 77°02'W
Largest city New York City

Official language

Government Federal republic
Independence From Great Britain
— Declared July 4, 1776
— Recognized September 3, 1783
Area'
—Total 9,631,420 k¥ (3rd)
3,718,695 sg mi
— Water (%) 4.87
Population
— 2006 estimate 300,205,097 (3'%)
— 2000 census 281,421,906
— Density 3Vkm? (172nd)
80/sg mi
GDP (nominal) 2005 estimate
—Tota $12.485 trillion (1st)
— Per capita $42,000 (8th)
Currency United States dollar ($) (USD)
Calling code +1
WRITING

None at the federal level;
English de facto

5/Write an essay comparing the symboals of the Republic of Belarus and the United
States of America. Show how history and mentality are reflected in the countries
symbols.

! Arearank is disputed with Chinaand sometimes is ranked 3rd or 4th.



Il THE COUNTRY OF GEOGRAPHICAL DIVERSITY

LEAD-IN

1. Read the sentences about famous natural landmarks in the United States. Do you
know what they are? Unscramblethe lettersto make the correct word.

AMERICAN GEOGRAPHY SCRAMBLE!

1. The Mississippi isthelongest EVRIR in the United States.

2. There are two important TOMUINAN ranges in the U.S.A: the Appalachians
in the East and the Rockies in the West.

3. The Ontario, Superior, Huron, Michigan and Erie are the names of.the Great
SLEAK on the border with Canada.

4. Hawaii isan LINADS in the Pacific.

5. The Redwood ETORSF in California has some ofithe biggest trees in the
country.

6. At 85 metres below sea level, Death YELLVA is the lowest part of the
United States.

7. San Francisco lies on the coast of the Pacific COANE, while New Y ork
is next to the Atlantic.

8. The Mojave TEERDS is in the south of the USA near Mexico.

9. The biggest LAWFELTRSA in:North.America are in Niagara, on the border
between Canada and the United States.

2. Look at the followingyplacewords. Put a tick in the right box or boxes. The first
one has been donefor, you as an example.

WHAT CAN YOU DO HERE?

Place Y'ou can swim here You can walk here You can climb here
Woods!
Cliff
Hill
Creek
Canyon
Forest

! See Appendix A entry at wood — woods — forest.
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The table termination

Place

You can swim here

Y ou can walk here

Y ou can climb here

Marsh

Mountain

Field

Stream

What else can you do in these places?
Recall the adjectivesthat collocate with the nouns from the table.

3. Think about the geography of your country. What are_the main‘geographical
features? Picture a map of your country with the main geographical features on

it. Work with a partner and describe your maps.

4. Look at the pictures of American landscapesaHow can you describe the scenery
of the US™?

5. Test your knowledge of American Geography! Fill in the chart with the names of

geogr aphical,places.

Rivers

Mountains

Lakes

Islands

Forests

Oceans

Deserts

Waterfalls

! Consult Appendix B.
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LISTENING

6. “ Answer the questions given below. Then listen to the text and check
your answers.

What isthe USA bounded by?

What body of water lies between Alaska and Russia?

Whereisthe state of Hawaii situated?

What form of government isthe USA?

How largeisthe population of the country?

When did the Eur opeans begin to settletheterritory?

What isthe climate of the US like?

7. Listen to the text once again. Write out adjectives and verbs that collocate with
the following nouns.

Country/state, tribe,war, influence, role, climate, landscape, temperature.

READING

8. Read the text and find out the major reasons why people migrated to the USA
and moved westwords. Give an extendedanswer .

Geography affects every human;” every. community, every region, and every
nation. Geography is one reason why'so many people immigrated to the United States
or migrated from one region to ancther. The U.S. economy depends heavily on geographic
factors such as natural resourees, climate, and the transportation provided by its
waterways. Some local governments are organized around geography. For example,
rivers may mark the boundaries of counties. History, in integrating all parts of the
American experiencexaways has geography as one of its parts.

During the settlement of the nation, immigrants moved westward across the United
States and foundya rieh and varied natural environment. From the original coastal
colonies, settlers made their way over the Appalachian Mountains beginning in the
1700s. Beyond the mountains lay the vast rolling territory drained by the Mississippi
Riveriand the Great Lakes. There settlers encountered the rich farmlands of the Ohio
Valley, the Mississippi Delta, and the Great Plains. For decades, the rugged pesaks of
thelRocky Mountains and the arid landscape of the Southwest discouraged
movement further west. In the mid-1800s, however, spurred by the discovery of gold
in California, determined settlers followed trails through the mountain passes to reach
the West Coadt. In the valeys of Californiaand Oregon, they found productive agricultural
land, and they began harvesting the timber reserves from the untouched forests of
the Pacific Northwest. The purchase of Alaska in 1867 added a mountainous
northern territory rich in natural resources. The annexation of Hawaii in 1898 gave
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the United States what would be its only tropical state. The United States has been
blessed with many natural advantages, such as climates favorable for agriculture,
extensive internal waterways, and abundant natural resources.

Another mgjor natural advantage — one that is taken for granted by most
Americans — is that the major river systems (the Mississippi, Missouri, Ohio,
Colorado, and Rio Grande systems) flow south. If these rivers flowed north, as rivers
do in Russian Siberia, ice and frozen soil would block the meltwater, causing floods
that would saturate the land and render it unusable for agriculture. Instead, when
spring thaws arrive in the interior mountains of the United States, meltwater-flows
unimpeded through the river systems to the warm waters of the Gulf of Mexico or
the Gulf of Cdifornia. This amost uninterrupted flow of water provides ample
supplies for drinking water and for crop irrigation and industrial production:

9. Read the text about the face of the USA. The names of some/natural complexes
aremissed in thetext. Find them in the box beforethetext and fill in the gaps.

The Rio Grande The Atlantic/Ocean

Lake Superior The Mississippi

Great Salt Lake The Pacific Ocean

the Great Plains The Appalachian Mountains or the Appal achians

The physical features of the United States are immensely diverse.

D is a great mountain system of eastern North America, nearly parallel
with the Atlantic coast thatsextends from the province of Québec in Canada
to northern Alabama. The system is 2,400 km (1,500 mi) long and varies from 160
to more than 480 km (100 to more than 300 mi) in width. Its altitude varies between
460 and nearly 2,040 my(1,500 and nearly 6,700 ft).

Sierra Nevada is.a mountain range in western United States. A major range,
chiefly in California with a small portion in Nevada near Lake Tahoe, it extends
from northwest to southeast for approximately 640 km (approximately 400 mi) and
varies in width from 65 to 130 km (from 40 to 80 mi).

Cascade Range is a lofty mountain range of the northwestern United States
and southwestern Canada. It’'s about 1130 km (about 700 mi) long. The range
extends from northern California through Oregon and Washington into British
Columbia, Canada.

The area of (2) is 3.2 million sgq km (1.2 million sg mi), including
1.8 million sq km (700,000 sq mi) in Canada and 1.4 million sgq km (500,000 sg mi)
in the United States. They include around 18 percent of Canada's territory and
15 percent of the territory of the United States.

(3) (river) (Algongquian — "big water”), river in the central United States,
is the largest and most important river in North America. It has played a central role
in the exploration and economic development of the continent, and it is a principal
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artery for bulk freight (¢ppaxt), carrying more than any other inland waterway
in North America.

Navigable for its entire length, the Ohio River flows 1579 km (981 mi) from
the confluence of the Allegheny and Monongahela rivers in Pittsburgh to its mouth
in the Mississippi River at Cairo, Illinois. The Ohio provides avital commercial link
for industrial and agricultura interestsin the Midwest, and barges on the river carry
products such as coa, steel, crops, chemicals, and petroleum. This map illustrates
the three major rivers of the central United States: the Missouri, the Mississippi,
and the Ohio.

4 flows 3100 km (1900 mi) from its source in the San JuandViountains
of southwestern Colorado to its mouth in the Gulf of Mexico at Brownsville, Texas.
The river forms the border between Mexico and Texas, and farmers on both'sides
use river water for irrigation. Although it ranks as one of the longestrivers in the
United States, it istoo shallow for commercial navigation.

Gila, river of the southwestern United States, rises in_the imountains of
southwestern New Mexico and flows westward across Arizona to join the Colorado
River, near Yuma. For the greater part of its total course, which.is,044 km (649 mi),
the Gila flows through mountain canyons. The lewer\part of its course is through
open and comparatively level country, where the climate of the river valley is
sem|trop|ca| and the land is made fertile by irrigation from the river.

The Great Lakes are a chain of freshwater

A i lakes located, in eastern North America, on the

AR ey Canada-United States border. Consisting of Lakes

- Superior; Michigan, Huron, Erie, and Ontario,

[l . Aheyaform the largest group of freshwater lakes

WSS ¢on Earth. They are sometimes referred to as

.g'.‘ inland seas or Canada and the United States
Third Coast.

(5) ___ isthe largestybody of fresh water in the world, in east central North
America, bounded ontthe,north and east by Ontario, on the south by Michigan and
Wisconsin, and on the northwest by Minnesota. The deepest and westernmost of the
five Great Lakes, it,is'560 km (350 mi) long and has a surface area of about 82,100 g km
(31,700 sg.mi);about two-thirds of the lake isin the United States.

L ake Huron'is the second largest of five big lakes, known as the Great Lakes,
located in central North America and covering parts of both the United States and
Canada. Lake Huron is bordered by the province of Ontario and the state of
Michigan. All of the Great Lakes are used extensively by the shipping industry.

Lake Michigan isthe only one of the five Great Lakes that is entirely within the
borders of the United States. It is used for commercia shipping as well as recreation.
Thisview of the lake includes the city of Chicago in the background.

Lake Erie, southernmost and fourth largest of the Great Lakes of North
America, bordered on the north by Ontario, Canada, on the east by New Y ork,
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on the south by Pennsylvania and Ohio, and on the west by Michigan. The boundary
between the United States and Canada generally follows the long axis of the lake

(6) , Utah. Lack of outlets or drainage for the lake in Utah causes natural
water loss to occur only through evaporation, which leaves high concentrates of
dissolved sdlts to be carried back into the lake through its tributaries. Sodium
chloride, one of the main constituents of the dissolved salts, is used commercially.
It is estimated that the lake holds more than five million metric tons of sodium
chloridein solution.

The lake is one of the most famous natural landmarks in the United"States: The
Great Sdlt Lake is the largest body of water between the Great Lakes@nd the Pagific
Ocean. It is aso the largest salt lake in the western hemisphere and,one of the
saltiest bodies of water in the world.

Painted Desert
Multicolored rock-cliffs and barren plains make up much(of Arizona' s Painted
Desert. Erosion over many years has exposed colorful rock surfaces.

@) is the largest and deepest of the world’ s foeur‘oceans, covering more
than athird of the earth’s surface and containing more than half of its free water.

(8 is the second largest of the earth’sfour. oceans and the most heavily
travelled.

These are some of the majour natural obj ects of the USA. Besides, there are unique
public lands and bodies of water within the country, set aside by the government to
protect ecosystems, plant and animal species, scenic landscapes, geologic for mations,
or historical or archaeological sites. They are National Parks and Preserves.

LISTENING

10. “ Watch an American ranger telling how Grand Canyon was shaped
over time and say what the letters D, U, D, E stand for. Match the lettes with

numbers.

D —deposition 1. Water, rain, freezing and falling of snow and ice
U < uplift cracked the rocks, breaking them and gravity
D*— downcutting pulled al of this erosional debris down hill and
E — erosion down the river widening the canyon over time.

The rocks lifted up high and flat.
Oceans and wind brought sand sediments.
The Colorado River isresponsible for this.

el S
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VOCABULARY AND GRAMMAR PRACTICE

11. Match thewords of the two columnsto make up word combinations.

1) wild, virginal, amazing, inimitable in its a) tourism
beauty, original, charming, awakening b) lake

2) hot, warm, chill, cold, cool, crisp, clean, C) air
clear, fresh, pure, fresh forest, balmy, d) water
bracing air, industrially polluted, sweet €) nature

3) deep, shallow, clear, crystal-clear, muddy, f) river
murky, stagnant, contaminated, calm, placid, ) forest

still, rough, stormy, dangerous, safe, flood
4) broad, greet, large, long, mighty, wide, little,
narrow, short, smdl, deep, shalow, high, low
fagt-flowing, dow-moving, duggish, winding
5) big, great, huge, large, little, small, deep,
shallow, lovely, blue, freshwater, sdlt, frozen,
atificid, man-made, inland, mountain, boating,
blue-eyed
6) dense, thick, impenetrable, dark, native,
natural, ancient, primeval, virgin, rain, tropica,
coniferous, deciduous, beech, birchypine
7) international, overseas, mass, package,
expanding, increased, eco-friendly, ecological,
environmental, green, sustainable, farm

12. M ake up seven sentences with the collocations you’ ve made up.

13. Read the text about Yellowstone National Park and fill in the gaps with the
wor dsfrom thelist.

Ecosystem, variety, extraordinary, contemplation, established.
YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK, WYOMING

D in 1872, Yellowstone National Park is America's first national park.
Located in Wyoming, Montana, and Idaho, it is home to a large (2) of
wildlife including grizzly bears, wolves, bison, and elk. Preserved within
Yellowstone National Park are Old Faithful and a collection of the world’s most
3 geysers and hot springs, and the Grand Canyon of the Y ellowstone.
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Y ellowstone is so much more than a collection of scenic features and natural
curiosities. The way to see Y ellowstone is not with guidebook in hand, checking off
attractions, but to feel it, to give it the time and (4) it deserves. But, while
you'’ re communing to nature, we recommend a few not-to-be-missed highlights. One
of them is Old Faithful. They say a watched pot never boils, but Old Faithful, the
world’s best-known geyser, faithfully erupts every 35 to 120 minutes for 1.5 to 5 minutes.
The longer the eruption lasts, the longer the interval until the next eruption. It's not
possible to predict more than one eruption in advance. Although it's best to have
a laissez-faire attitude about the eruptions, you can call the Old Faithful “Visitor
Center for current prediction times. Check out the view from Geyser Hill, and watch
the wind direction or you may only see steam.

Greater Yellowstone encompasses 14 million acres, making it, the largest
temperate (5) in the world that remains essentially intact. [ts namesake park,
larger than the states of Delaware and Rhode Island combined, ‘comprises a mere
16% of the total land.

14. Read the text and paraphrase the words in bold using the appropriate words
given beforethe text.

Habitat, intact, located, species, renowned, ‘comprises, diversity, it is rich in,
extensive, major.

OLYMPIC'NATIONAL PARK

Situated in the north-west, of Washington State, Olympic National Park is
known for the variety ofiits ecosystems. Glacier-clad peaks interspersed with
extensive alpine meadows are surrounded by a vast old growth forest, among which
is the best example of untouched and protected temperate rainforest in the Pacific
Northwest. Elevenilarge river systems drain the Olympic mountains, offering some
of the best environment for anadromous fish species in the country. The park also
includes«100hkm of wilderness coastline, the longest undeveloped coast in the
contiguousyUnited States, and there are a lot of native and endemic anima and
plant kinds, including critical populations of the endangered northern spotted owl,
marbled.murrelet and bull trout.

15. Fill in the correct preposition.

GRAND CANYON NATIONAL PARK, ARIZONA

The Grand Canyon is more than a great chasm carved millennia
the rocks of the Colorado Plateaul. It is more than an awe-ingpiring view. It is more than
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a pleasuring ground those who explore the roads, hike the trails, or float the

currents the turbulent Colorado River.
This canyon is a gift that transcends what we experience. Its beauty and size
humble us. Its timelessness provokes a comparison our short existence.

its vast spaces we may find solace from our hectic lives. The Grand Canyon we visit
today isagift from past generations.

Grand Canyon is heavily visited most of the year and it is imperative to
plan ahead lodging, camping, backcountry permits, or mule trips. Persons
planning day visits only should arrive early the day as parking is limited.

Gazing the beautiful views of the canyon the various vista points
is the number one activity for many people. People every age and condition
can find activities to suit their desires, including the following: hiking/rafting trips,
backpacking, mule rides or horseback rides, camping, and scenic air tours. A wide
variety of free interpretive programs (South
Rim, North Rim) are offered NPS
rangers. Bicycling is allowed park roads.

When visiting the South Rim, park your
vehicle and ride the Village shuttle bus
Canyon View Information Plaza, then plan your

visit. Canyon View Information Plaza
you will find informative exhibits about Grand
Canyon and an inspiring view the canyon

is only ashort stroll away.

16. Read the text and fill in the correct word from the list below. Use the words only
once.

CHANNEL ISEANDS NATIONAL PARK, CALIFORNIA

White-capped ‘seas lick the sandy shores and foam over rocky promontories in
Channel 1slands National Park, a place seemingly a world apart from the California
mainland _but really only an easy boat ride distant. The five islands of which this
national (park is comprised are home to an astonishing variety of plant and animal
life, assorted‘archaeological sites, and boast a dramatic coastal setting. The park
consists of some quarter of a million acres, half of which are under the ocean,
encompassing a wide variety of terrain from beaches and sea caves to forests and
mountains. Over 2,000 species of plants and animals can be found within the park,
more than a hundred of which are found nowhere else in the world.

Even though the idands seem tantalizingly close to the densely populated
southern California coast, their isolation has left them relatively undeveloped,
making them an exciting place for visitors to explore. After traveling by boat to one
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of the five idands, visitors can enjoy hiking, sea bird watching, seal and whale
spotting and sandy beach-side strolls. In the shallow waters around the islands,
snorkeling and scuba diving provide firsthand glimpses of colorful tidal plants and
marine creatures. Sea kayaking and camping are other popular activities, as are
guided tours of interesting park areas.

Dramatic coastal, astonishing, densely populated, wide, marine, tantalizingly, exciting,
sandy, colorful tidal, sandy beach-side, archaeological, firsthand.

shores coast
variety place
sites strolls
setting glimpses
of terrain plants
close creatures

17. Read the three descriptions of Rocky Mountain National Park. Write out the
words and phrasesthat make the descriptionsespecially expressive.

ROCKY MOUNTAIN NATIONAL'PARK, COLORADO

1. If you've been hoping to see the Rocky Mountains, there’s no better place
to start than Colorado’s Rocky MountainiNational Park. The entire Park is situated
above seven thousand feet elevation; so you're always surrounded by spectacular
mountain views. Come along as\we explore the valleys, peaks and campgrounds that
make RMNP a magnet for, motorhome campers.

2. Teeming with, stunning natural beauty, from towering peaks to wide-open
apine tundra, Rocky Mountain National Park is a Colorado must-do for visitors. It's
so dluring, infact)that‘more than three million visitors mosey in annually. Breathe
in crisp mountain air, hike through grassy meadows, gasp at snowcapped peaks and
keep an eye out for elk, bighorn sheep, moose, marmots and bear. Most visitors stay
near Trail'Ridge Rd (open last Monday in May to mid-October), which winds
through’spectacular alpine tundra environments. Those who prefer communing with
nonhuman nature should venture on foot away from the road corridor; the reward is
guiet, superlative scenery.

3. For many visitors to Colorado hiking is the #1 activity they look forward to.
Rocky Mountain National Park offers hundreds of square miles of trails from
strenuous to easy. Choose a trail featuring ancient glaciers, icy blue lakes,
waterfalls, boulder fields or lush meadows. If you prefer, see it al from horseback
with an experienced guide leading the way. For the truely adventurous hiker,
moonlight hikes offer a one-of-a-kind experience particularly during a full moon.
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18. Make up atable of natural complexes and adjectives that describe them. Learn
the collocations.

River

Lake

Mountain
Meadow
Marsh

Forest

19. Describe any of the US national parks using the vocabulary from the texts.

TALKING POINTS
20. Comment on the statement.
Travel is fatal to prejudice, bigotry and narrow-mindedness ... and many of our

people need it solely on these accounts. (Mark Twain)

21. Imagine that you are a geography teacher. Make up a presentation on the
physical features of the”United States. Comment on the dides using the
infor mation from the texts.

22. Speak about the national parks of the United States.

23. What'Belarusian national parks and reserve do you know? Describe Belarusian
natureusing collocations from Appendix B.



[l HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES

LEAD-IN

Look at the picture. Do you
recognize this person?

Who was he? What was he?
Name a few more' well-
known pioneers;

Do you know who |the
Puritans® were?

What factsfromithe history
of early Americadoyou know?

Recalling the facts from the history you can begin your.sentences like that:
If my memory servesmeright...
If my memory doesn't fail me...
Asfar as| remember ...
If I'mnot mistaken...

That was the beginning of a new nation. Today the United States of America has
over 200 years of history, relatively shortscompared to other countries and nations.
However, the United States has a rich and,proud history that has experienced much.
From Independence to the Civil War‘to the World Wars to the Cold War, they have
alot of thingsto tell and things to'be'proud of.

LISTENING

You are going to'listen'to a short review of the US history. What events from the US
history can you recollect?
What words doyou'expect to hear in the speech?

. “ Listen to thetrack and put the eventsin the correct order.

[EnY

The largest technological and scientific advance.

Struggle for civil and women’srights.

Life expectancy increase.

The Civil War.

Two world wars and an unprecedented economic depression.
Child mortality fall.

Industrialization and rapid growth of cities.

N kA WNE

! Puritans — [ypuTaHe, aHrmiickue nporectantel XV B., mocieoBaresn KajabBruHu3Ma/
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8. Colonization.
9. The American Revolution.

READING

2. Read the text and find the most momentous events in the American history. Fill
in thetable given below.

THE HISTORY OF THE USA

(1) The history of the USA began a little more than 500 years agoe:It’s rich in
great events, interesting stories and legends, adventures, mysteries, all'the same it is
filled with profound contradictions. To Europeans the New World was a land of
wealth and freedom. But it was also a place of davery and death. Duringthe colonial
era, over haf of al immigrants arrived as indentured, servants or daves. Yet
compared to the Old World, American colonists were more likely.to own land and to
vote. They were wealthier, lived longer, and had largersfamiliesthan Europeans.

500 years ago North America was a vast wilderness,inhabited by Indians who
20,000 years earlier came from Asia across the Bering Strait. Icelandic Viking Leif
Ericson sailed to America in 1000 but only'iny, 1492 Christopher Columbus
discovered America to the whole world. Forthe next 100 years English, Spanish,
Portuguese, Dutch and French explorers sailed there for gold anariches, for honour
ana glory. But they didn’t stay. Those' who did settle the New World arrived later in
search of economic opportunitysand religious and political freedom. The first
English colony Jamestown appeared in 1607 in Virginia. America promised, as poet
Robert Frost said, “afresh startifor the human race”. And it started in 1620 when the
Mayflower brought the Pilgrim Fathers. In the Mayflower Compact they agreed to
form “a civil body politic for better ordering and preservation, to enact, constitute
and frame such just.and equal laws’.

(2) By 1733 European settlers occupied 13 colonies along the Atlantic coast.
Later the Britishistarted demanding new taxes on sugar, coffee, textiles and other
imported goods. And after the “Boston Tea Party” the War of Independence began.
It lasted from 1775 till 1783. American Patriots waged a Revolution because they
believed Brittain was threatening to strip them of their rights and reduce them to
political slavery. At that time, one fifth of all Americans lived in bondage. The
Revolution underscored the basic contradiction of American life: slavery in a land
dedicated to freedom and equality.

In 1776 on the 4th of July the Declaration of Independence was adopted which
proclaimed “Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness as the human natural rights’.
In 1783 the Treaty of Paris recognized the independence of the USA and granted the
new state all the territory north of Florida, south of Canada and east of the
Mississippi River. The colonies were now free but they had not yet a united nation.
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In 1787 55 of the most highly regarded American leaders (George Washington,
Benjamin Franklin, James Madison among them) opened a Congtitutional Convention
in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, the meeting which lasted 4 long months and resulted
in the Constitution of the USA. It established not only aleague of independent states
but also a strong central government for the whole nation. The Constitution
established separate executive, legidative and judicial branches of government and
required “a balance of power”. The Congtitution was accepted in 1788 but in 1791
10 amendments — the Bill of Rights — were added to guarantee the liberties of the
people: freedom of religion, a free press, free speech, protection against™illegal
search, the right to fair trial ana protection against cruel and unusual: punishments.
The framers of the Constitution created an enduring but by no meansiunchanging
document. Today, 200 years after it was written, the Constitution remains vital, alive
and at the centre of American political ideals and practices.

(3) Then followed the Civil War (1861—1865). for/ abolition of davery.
American expansion and growth depended on the digpossession of Indians from
their lands and the spread of davery into the Cotton Kingdom of Alabama,
Mississippi, Lousiana, and Texas. Yet, at the same time,ithe reformers struggled to
make America’s revolutionary ideals a reality: tanestablish public schools, expand
women’s rights, and end slavery. The fear that‘slavery. threatened Northerners' civil
rights converted many to antislavery. The New. Republican party was committed to
stopping the expansion of davery into the western territories. But many southern
whites believed that opponents of glavery wanted to subjugate the South and
provoke race war.

(4) The Civil War cost half million,lives. What began as a war to save the
Union became a war against” davery. 220,000 African Americans fought in the
conflict, which brought freedom to 4 million slaves. The abolition of slavery was
followed by a struggle over the meaning of freedom. Black codes tried to force
former daves to work onyplantations. But the 14th and 15th Amendaments guaranteed
freed people equal protection of the laws and extended the vote to black men.
Former davesinvaliance with whites created the South’s first public schools. But
increasing numbersiof Southerners, white and black, were trapped in a new system
of economic expleitation as tenant farmers and sharecroppers.

(5)._ The late 19th century was a period of unpreceedented technological and
scientific innovation. 1t brought the light bulb, the automobile, the telephone, the
phonograph, the radio, the movies, and the discovery of germs and x-rays. The United
States was reshaped by industrialization, foreign immigration, and rapid growth of cities.

(6) The 20th century brought even more momentous changes than the 19th.
Life expectancy increased 30 years. Child mortality fell 10-fold. Humanity split the
atom, invented the airplane, developed antibiotics and contraceptives, and broke the
genetic code. The work week shrank by a day and a half. The 20th century saw the
invention of the teenager and dating and a revolution in women’s lives. In 1900,
women could vote in just four states, only 700,000 worked for wages. Today the
figureis 35 million.
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The 20th century was most technologically advanced century, but also it was
most ideological and destructive. It saw unparallded growth in knowledge, wedlth,
nutrition, and health. But it was also a century of unimaginable savagery. More than
150 million people died in war, in concentration camps, in government-induced
famines, and genocide. It was a century of mass production, mass consumption,
mass media, and mass entertainment — but also mass murder. It was a century
marked by searing images of trenches, mushroom clouds, and death camps.

(7) The two most significant revolutions of the 20th century involved the
expansion of government and of our conception of freedom. Early 20th century reformers
known as Progressives argued that freedom depended on an active government: on
government regulation of business, consumer protection, a minimum wage. Progressives
secured a federal income tax based on the ability to pay. They introduced regulatory
commissions to oversee banking, insurance, railreads, gas, electricity,,telephones,
transportation, and manufacturing. They expanded kindergartens and,high schools
and created public parks, libraries, hospital's, and museums:

(8) Two world wars and an unprecedented econemic depression further
expanded the size of government. In 1913, United States government took in just
$567 million in taxes. In 1999, the figure was $1.7 ttillion. Government spending
rose from 1.8 percent of the economy to 34 percent and brought unemployment
insurance, old-age pensions, and health insurance for the elderly. But the 20th
century’s most important achievement was an,expansion in our notion of human
rights. Vast strides were made in civil rights, women'’s rights, and civil liberties.
World War Il brought the most basic contradiction in American life.

(9) The Cold war, the struggle for human rights, aerospace research and man’s
first walk on the Moon (1969), the'war.in/Vietham (1975), struggle for disarmament
and so on and so forth. And each period in the history of the USA isinteresting and
important, and shows the hardships and victories of the American people on the way
for the American Dream: independent, democratic, powerful state with the
developed economy and equal rights for everybody.

(10) United StatesySupreme Court struck down separate schools for black and
white students. During the 1960s, American notions of rights extended still further.
Sit-ins, freedom rides;"and protest marches challenged segregation. Women’ s groups
fought for_equal educationa and employment opportunities, abortion rights, and
transformed public views about women’s place in society.

The United States has eliminated many obstacles to full equality, but much
remains to be done before the country fulfills Martin Luther King's dream: Free at
Last, Free at Last, Thank God Almighty, I'm Free at Last.

Para# Period Events
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. Finish the following sentences.

. lcelandic Viking Leif Ericson sailed to America in 1000 but only in 1492

Christopher Columbus .

a) discovered Americato the whole world

b) sailed there for tobacco and potatoes

c) started demanding new taxes on tea and sugar

. Thefirst English colony Jamestown appeared .

a) in 1497 in Pennsylvania
b) in 1607 in Virginia
¢) in 1733 aong the Pacific coast

. compared to the Old World, American colonists were morelikely to

a) dispossess Indians of their lands
b) explore space
¢) ownland and to vote

. After the “Boston Tea Party” .

a) theBill of Rights was added
b) thewar in Afghanistan started
¢) the War of Independence began

. The American Revolution underscored.the basic contradiction of American

life: slavery in aland dedicated to Y
a) freedom and equality

b) enlightenment

¢) liberty and happiness

. In 1787 55 of the mosthighly. regarded American leaders opened a Condtitutiona

Convention in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, which resulted in .
a) the Civil War

b) the Constitution of the USA

c) theBilllof Rights

. The Ciyvil"War:(1861—1865) aimed at .

a) abalition of freedom
)" abolition of taxes
C) “abolition of dlavery

./The late 19th century was a period of

a) political oppression
b) unpreceedented technological and scientific innovation
c) struggle for women’srights

. The 20th century saw unparalleled growth in knowledge, wealth, nutrition, and

health. But it was also a century of .
a) inimitable savagery

b) unimaginable wilderness

C) unimaginable savagery



4. Answer the following questions.

ONOTA~WNE

How long ago did the history of the USA begin?

Who discovered Americato the whole world?

What did America promise to the first settlers?

How many colonies did the European settlers found in 17337

When was the Declaration of |ndependence adopted and what did it proclaim?
When wasthe Bill of Rights added to the Congtitution and what did it guarantee?
What was the aim of the Civil War?

What were the most outstanding inventions of the 19™ centrury?

VOCABULARY AND GRAMMAR PRACTICE

5. Give definitionsto the following words.

©CoOoNoTA~WNE

Abolition.
Aerospace research.
Amendment.
Compact.
Disarmament.
Enact.
Enduring.
Executive.
Fair trial.

Judicial.

. Legidative.

Pilgrim Fathers.
Regard.

Require.

The Bering Strait:
Hardship.

6. Fill in‘the necessary words.

X

years earlier came from Asia across the

2.

3.

4.

500 years ago North Americawas a inhabited by Indians who 20,000

Those who did settle the New World arrived later in search of and

religious and political .

Later the British started new taxes on sugar, coffee, textiles and other

important goods.

The Declaration of Independence proclaimed “Life, Liberty and the

of Happiness as the human natural rights’.
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5. The Constitution of the USA established not only a of states
but a strong for the whole nation.

6. Today, 200 years after the Constitution was written, it remains and at
the centre of American political and

7. Then followed the Civil War (1861—1865) for of davery.

8. The United States was by mdustnahzanon foreign immigration, and
rapid growth of cities.

~

Fill in the correct preposition.

Tocome___ Asia____ theBering Strait.

To discover America____ the whole world.

A freshstart _ the human race.

____tooccupy 13 colonies___ the Atlantic coast.

To demand new taxes___ sugar, coffee.

_ 1776 4, duly the Declaration of Independence was adopted.

To guarantee protection ____illegal search:

CivilWar ____ abolition ____ davery.

Thestruggle_ human rights.

0. “Life, Liberty and the pursuit ___ % happiness as the human natural rights.”

HBoOoo~NokwNE

8. Choosethe correct word combination from thelist beow. Changetheformsif necessary.

Clear conscience, freedomficonscience, to be on one's conscience, public conscience, for
conscience sake, to come to terms with one’ s conscience.

1. That'swhatitimeans to have a uucryio coBectn!

2. After that their blood 6n1i1a Ha €€ coBecTn.

3. So much for. ¢BoGoae cosectu, SO much for governing in the interests of the
whole nation, se. much for leadership.

4. As avoice of obmecrBennoro cosnamusi, Oxfam ensures that they are
brought:to the attention of decision makers.

5. /He nomres Ha caenaky c coBecrbio When he did it.

6.She wrote him aletter nas ycnokoeHusi cCoBecTH.

9. Choose the correct word combination from thelist below.
Civil rights, civil suit, civil servant, civil service, civil war.

1. I'paxnanckue mpasa campaigns and student revolts have given way to
consensus politics.
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2. His passport was inaccurate, and when he tried to put it right, a baffled
rpaxnanckuii cayxammii classified him “stateless’ — although he had been
working for the government for years.

3. There's a lot of resentment in this country about how the armed forces
conducted themselves during the rpas:knanckoii BoiiHbI.

4. Earlier this month the Government announced that it had reduced
rpaxaaHcKoil ciry:kob1 numbers to fewer than 500,000 for the first time in more
than 50 years.

5. The French justice ministry open a rpa:xkaanckuii npouecc aganst Tapie
for defamation after he compares judicial methods with the Gestapo.

JOURNEY — the period you spend travelling from one place to another — use
this especially about someone travelling for a long distance orfwhen talking about
someone regularly travelling somewhere, for example to.school ‘or work: We had an
awful journey — there was heavy snow and the car broke down. They arrived in Nice
after an eight-hour journey by car. These birds make an incrediblel0,000-
kilometre journey to Africa every winter.

TRIP — ajourney in which you go to a place, stay there for a short time, and
then come back. In American English, trip can beiused to mean any journey: We had
afantastic trip — the flight was fine and the hotel was perfect. | take atrip / go on a
trip They decided to take atrip to Paris.

VOYAGE — ajourney, travel, or/passage, especially one to a distant land or by
seaor air; In those days, the voyage to'‘Australia was long and dangerous.

11. Fill in the gaps with the words: voyage, journey, trip.

1. What we have mourned in these pages is the passing of the old ways: the
days of British shipping, When' it was still possible to out to discover New
Worlds, new people;"new.life; when it was possible to believe in the romance of it.
Thereislittle beauty in modern vessels and no romance at all about container ships

2. Plan your carefully — distances are vast.

3. The in the desert, she remembers, was “akind of death experience”.

4. Andthat means the Wessexes, who are definitely not wanted on the .

5., During the 5 day from Bergen to its ultimate destination the steamer
callsat 35 ports, some large, some tiny, but each with an individual character of its
own, 25 of these are in North Norway.

6. 1'd started the north towards Scotland.

7. They'redtill taking arest after their away.”

8. | hate being famished (hungry) on a .

9. Itfeltlike apointless .

10. “Of course you can haveit,” said Jan, “but you'll have to pay for it yourself”,
and their home was endured in stony silence.
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11. They took umbrellasfor their to Hyde Park.
12. The 1940s and early 1950s saw the ocean at its peak.

12. Choose “do” or “make’.

COoNoTA~AWDNE

| alot of mistakes.

They only come over hereto _ Dostoevsky.

Hewill never _ any work for me again.

All you need isaposh address, andyoucan __ afortune.
Women only me think hooray.

My God, | __ hope he won't shut down at two!

| enjoy parties, ties, unless | haveto __ aspeech.

lwentto  thebest | could with Mary’s calories.

Can you me a copy of that?

10 Francie bought me some new modern sponge impregnated with shoe-polishing

wax to

my shoes.

11. Choose “forget” or “leave’.

Nougk~whE

I'll never going out withrmy,old aunt.

You haveto logic with'Ellen.

Some man phoned, but didn’t his number.

You don't cross those kindsof people and expect them just to forgive and

Y ou may as soon as you have finished.

For some time now:it has'been impossible to anything in the kitchen.
He has his exereise-books at home.

TALKING POINTS

o0k WN =

Speak about the beginning of the history of the USA.

Speak about the events after the “Boston Tea Party”.

Speak about the Constitution of the USA.

Speak about the Civil War and its effects.

Prove that the 20th century was most technologically advanced century.
Speak about majour breakthroughs of American scientists.



IV LARGEST CITIES
LEAD-IN

The United States has dozens of mgjor cities, which play an important roleinthe U.S.
culture, heritage, and economy. In 2004, 251 incorporated places had populations of
at least 100,000 and nine had populations greater than 1,000,000, including several
important global cities, such as New York City, Los Angeles, and Chicago. In
addition, there are fifty metropolitan areas with populations over 1,000,000,

1. Look at the views of some largest cities of the USA. Can you guess what cities
they are'?

Do you remember any largest citiesin theworld?
Recall the largesticities of your country.

2.Choose 5 cities from the list which you think are the largest in the United States
by population. Each time usethewor dsindicating degree of certainty given in the box.

Los Angeles, Boston, Houston, Annapolis, New York, Jefferson City, Chicago, Jackson,
Columbus, Philadel phia.

! 1a— Smoggy Skyline of Los Angeles, 1b — Downtown Los Angeles, 2 — Las Vegas,
3a — City Skyline, Chicago, 3b — Millennium Park, Chicago, 4 — Independence Hall,
Philadelphia

31



You can indicate how certain or definite you are about what you are saying by
using one of the following adverbs and adjuncts. They are arranged from “least
certain” to “most certain”.

conceivably — possibly — perhaps — hopefully — probably — presumably —
almogt certainly — no doubt —definitely

3. Work with a partner. Discuss the data about the population of the largest US
citiesgiven in thetables. Don’t look into your partner’stable.

Student A
Population | Population| ~ Metropolitan
Rank City within | Density Areat Region
city limits | per sgq mi millions | £ rank
1 8,143,197 18.7 Northesst
2 Los Angeles, California 8,198.0 2
3 Chicago, Illinois 9.4 3 Midwest
4 2,016,582 | 3,371.7 South
5 Philadel phia, Pennsylvania 4
Student B
Population | Population| ~ Metropolitan
Rank City within Density Area Region
city limits | per sqmi millions | rank
1 New York City, New York 26,402.9 1
2 4,097,340 12.9 West
3 2,842,518|12,750.3
4 Houston, Texas 5.2 7
5 1,463,281|11,233.6 | 5.8 Northeast

3. Find the cities on the map of the United States.

! Metropolitan Area, large continuous built-up area formed by the joining together of
severa urban settlements.



V NEW YORK CITY ATTRACTIONS

LEAD-IN

L ook at these pictures. Do you recognize these landmarks? What are they?
What do you now about New York City?
Would you liketo visit it one day?

LISTENING

1 “ Listen to atext about New Your City. Choose the correct alternative.

1. Morethan people visit New/Y ork every year.
a) 10 million
b) 20 millions
¢) 30 million
d) 20 million
2. When visitors think about New Y ork they think about .
a) Manhattan
b) Washington
c) the USA
d) LosAngeles
3. New Yorkcity has boroughs.
a)_4
h) 5
)3
d) 2
4, million or more people live there.
a 10
b) 300
c) 20
d) 7
5. Henry Hudson was .
a) Dutch
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b) British
¢) German
d) Irish
6. George Washington was made the first president of the USA in .
a) 1782
b) 1738
c) 1783
d) 1776
7. The big crowd pushed the people off the Brooklyn Bridge. More‘'men‘and
women died under the feet of the crowd because .
a) thewar of independence began
b) they wanted to rout the British
c) there weretoo many of them
d) thewanted to kill the immigrants

2. Say whether the statementsaretrueor false.

In 1930s and 1940s jazz musicians all wantedito work in New Y ork.
The city has 10000 kilometres of rivers.

In 1690 a man called Henry Hudson,came up the river to Manhattan.
The war of independence lasted for. 7 years.

Brooklyn Bridge opened in 1783.

agrwdNE

3. Answer the questions.

How do people often call New Y ork?

How much/did Peter Minuit pay the Indians for Manhattan?

How was:New York called first?

Who gave the city the name of New Y ork?

What.arethe names of the parts of New Y ork where the Chinese and Itdianslive?

grONPE

READING
4, Read thetext and match the numberswith the letters.

1) It rises over 400 meters above a) are embodied in the Empire State

the ground and has... Building.
2) All inall, thefeeling and spirit of b) the World Trade Center used to be.
New York... c) 102 storeys.

3) Ground Zero— isthe placewhere...



NEW YORK CITY ATTRACTIONS

Let's face it, New York City has it al! — from historic landmarks and
Broadway theaters to hundreds of museums. The City with so many attractionsit is
hard to know where to start. Here is my “Fancy Placesin NY” chart that hopefully
will be interesting to you.

Times Square. This is the first place of interest | saw in the Big Apple.
Formerly, | thought, that this square is called “Times’ because of the tradition to
celebrate the changing to the New Year held here, so it seemed to be somehow
connected with time”. But, as it turned out, when the “New Y ork Times’dewspaper.
erected a new building on 43rd Street at the turn of the 20" century, the
neighborhood took on the name “Times Square’. A decade later, (theaters and
cabarets migrated to the streets nearby which attracted tourism. Now, Times Square
aflash of different bulbs, lights, neon ads — it is probably the brightest place inithe whole
world. Huhh... is that possibly why we call New Y ork

“the city that never sleeps’? -l o
New York's famous Empire State Buildingl, T

a New York City and a Nationa Historic Landmark;

| saw on the last day of my stay. It soars more than “§

a quarter of a mile into the air above the héart of
Manhattan. It rises over 400 meters above the.ground

and has 102 storeys. Snow and rain can be seen faling

up! Located on the 86th floor, 320 meters above the
city's bustling streets, the Observation)Area offers
panoramic views of the City. | wouldisay/that this was [ = his ™
extremely exciting. All in al, the feeling and spirit of New York Clty are embodled
in the Empire State Building.

Oh... Rockefeller Center  is a fascinating combination of contradictions:
futuristic and classical,(withysoaring buildings and underground tunnels, inspired by
both hard-headed commercialism and philanthropic idealism. Below street level, the
Center’s buildings are linked by a pedestrian shopping concourse. Shopping is
arguably the prime reason lots of people visit New York. (By the way, | bought
some nice accessories as well.) This is an oasis of order in the heart of the busiest
city in the world, a city within a city, functionally efficient and aesthetically elegant.
Enjoy the' symmetry and serenity of Promenades and Gardens or get a jolt of urban
bustle on Fifth Avenue. It's a really wonderful place. Perhaps that’s why in 1988,
Rockefeller Center was declared a national historic landmark.

Ground Zero — the place where the World Trade Center used to be. There
is nothing to see — only a huge area in the middle of other skyscrapers. As| was at
home in Moscow on 11 September, | watched with rising horror and confusion as

! The picture shows New Y ork's empire State Building, 1931, with the Spire of the Chrysler
Building, 1930, in the background. Each was once the world's tallest structure.
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the events of the day steadily unfolded. That both of these monumental symbols of
capitalism and democracy were gone so quickly defies logic. Now, in this place, is
the memory of these gargantuan buildings and al the very unfortunate people who
died here, simply going on with their everyday, frequently dull jobs. Standing in the
middle of the plaza, staring up high into the skies, | craned my neck to view the
summit that no one will ever again be ableto see.

Onething you must do if in New Y ork isto walk across the Brooklyn Bridge —
a giant wooden suspension bridge joining Manhattan to Brooklyn with a‘large
pedestrian section. Walk halfway along the bridge and do not turn around“at any
point and face back toward Manhattan until the halfway point has'been reached.
Take a deep breath, turn around, and the view is absolutely stunning asithe entirety
of Manhattan comes to life — the Financia District tower blocks are bathed in
office lights, and thisis a splendid sight not to be easily forgotten.

Other places | would like to mention are: the Wall Street/Fipancial, District, that
in Soviet times we would call “the heart of the capitalistic world” /and also, the fifth
oldest indtitution of higher learning in United States — .Columbia University. As a
future college student, | was especially rapt by the Columbiadtraditions of studying.

Since the beginning of the 20th centuryy New York has been not only the
imperialism capital, it was also (and still is) one of the world’s centers of art. There
is something for everyone in the Big Applefrom a real aircraft carrier museum,
the Intrepid, to the smaller more intimate29th Century Frick collection, al the way
up to the Grand Daddy of all New Y ork'museums, the Metropolitan Museum of Art.

The American Museum of Natural History
(AMNH);,located on the Upper West Side, Manhattan,
New Y ork, USA, isone of the largest and most cdebrated
museums in the world. Located on park-like grounds,
the museum comprises 25 interconnected buildings
that house 46 permanent exhibition halls, research
laboratories, and its renowned library. The collections
contain over 32 million specimens of which only
a small fractlon can be d|splayed at any given time. The museum has a scientific
staff of moerethan"200, and sponsors over 100 special field expeditions each year.

“My own Manhattan...”

Here are'some of my travel notes. Simply walking around you'll get the feel of
New Y.ork in your veins. Don't keep looking up when strolling around Manhattan,
or everyone will know you're a tourist. If you really want to get to know the city,
you should not spend all your time in atour bus or with a map in your hands. Try to
open your own Manhattan. For example, answering other tourists on how to get to
Canal St., eating in “Taco Béll”, trying different cream cheeses with your morning
bagels, etc. You can see the Statue of Liberty on postcards, but you'll never see the
tablet “ Strawberry Fields Forever” which isin Greenwich Village.

This city is indescribable and there is something here that can impress
everybody. And when you feel a bit disappointed that Times Square turned out to be

36




simply alarge crossroad with much glitter, and Central Park is a homeless people’'s
favorite place, you'll fall in love with the real NY C; not that city which you watch
on TV screens, but the vigorous, always changing, and a bit screwy, city. And the
most frequently spoken comment about New Y ork will be also yours: “Crazy city...
but | likeit”.

By Yuliya Taranova

5. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Use the conversational
formulas given below in you answers.

expressing agreement:

Yes, itis, isn'tit? Sure, (sure)...
That’sright, yes. | agree.
That’s true. True.

strong agreement:

Absolutely. Exagtly:

Yes, | couldn’t agree more. | thinkwyou're absolutely right.
Oh, quite, quite. | quite agree.

That's quite true. Oh, very (tragic) indeed.

expressing disagreement:

Well, | don’t think so. Well, not really.

Actually, no. Do you really think so?

Y es, perhaps, but. . No, I'mafrad | can't agree with you there.
| see what you mean, but... | suppose not

1. TimessSquare-is called “Times’ because of the tradition to celebrate the
changing to the New Y ear held here.

2. The“New York Times’ newspaper erected a new building on 43" Street at
the'turn of the 20th century.

3¢ Times Square is a flash of different bulbs, lights, neon ads — it is probably
the brightest in the whole world.

4. The Empire State Building rises over 600 meters above the ground and has
102 storeys.

5. The feeling and spirit of New York City are embodied in the Empire State
Building.

6. There are no shops in Rockefeller Center.

7. Shopping is arguably the prime reason lots of people visit New Y ork.
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€8.1n 1988 Rock Center was declared a national historical landmark.
9. The Empire State Building offers panoramic views of the City.
10. Thereiseverything to see at Ground Zero.

o
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7. Answer the questions.

ok wNE

in the millions?
7. What isthelargest natural history museum in the world?
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VOCABULARY PRACTICE

Finish the sentences.

But asit turned out, when the “New Y ork Times’ newspaper...
New Y ork’s famous Empire State Building...

Snow and rain...

Thereis nothing to see — only ahuge area...

Standing in the middle of the plaza...

One thing you must do if in New York...

Walk half along the bridge...

Since the beginning of the 20th century...

There is something for everyone in the Big Apple«.

O Perhaps that’ s why in 1988..

What did the author see in the bigrApple First?

What is the author’ s idea of the name “Times Square”?

What is the name of the placewhere the World Trade used to be?

What is “the heart of the capitaistic world”?

What is the fifth oldestiinstitution of higher learning on the USA?

What is the largest art museum in the United States with holdings numbering

8 "Matchithe wordswith their definitions.

1) “Oasis

2) skyscraper
3) concourse
4) stunning

5) to embody
6) gargantuan
7) attraction
8) bustling

a) aninteresting or enjoyable placeto go or
thing to do

b) avery tal building in acity

¢) full of people moving about in abusy way

d) alarge, open part of a public building,
especially an airport or atrain station

€) abridge that hangs from steel cables that
are supported by towers at each end



9) suspension bridge f) extremely attractive or impressive;

10) aircraft beautiful
11) tolink g) any vehicle that can fly and carry goods
or passengers

h) toinclude or contain something

j) tojoin or become joined with somebody/
something

k) extremely large

I) anareain the desert where therei's water
and where plants grow

9. Fill in the correct words from thelist below.

Erected, bulbs, embodied, contradictions, concourse, aesthetically, a jolt of urban bustle,
entirety.

A flash of different .

A fascinating combinationof _ Building.
elegant.

The of Manhattan.
anew building.
in the Empire State.

Shopping .

Get .

ONoAWDNE

10. Rewrite the description of art in Belarus using the items from thelist.
HISTORY OF ART IN BELARUS

Captivate hilarious audience; offers unique opportunities to enjoy; can be compelling to
visitors of all ages, truly-one-of-a-kind; visually and technically stunning musicals; remarkable
museum collections; unrivaled works of art; groundbreaking art exhibitions; performances that
take.audience members on a musical journey, immerse theminto a world of fantasy.

Belarus (1) enjoys a rich cultural and artistic heritage, ancient treasures and
delicate wonders that date back many centuries, taking in several significant schools
of art and architecture and producing many (2) unique musical and literary works.

All (3) masterpieces are now officially protected by the state, and showcased
for all to enjoy in (4) museum collections and libraries. Classic works of Belarusian
music and drama are regularly staged in concert halls and theatres (5) attract
visitor s across the country.
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Modern-day art culture in Belarus is equally varied and dynamic. There are
numerous (6) art exhibitions, (7) musicals, theatrical (8) performances and cinema
festivals— all of which are (9) easily accessible to Belarusians and visitors alike.

GRAMMAR PRACTICE

11. Fill in the prepositions.

1
2
3
4
5.
6
7
8
9
1

0.

. Thefirst place interest.
. Because the tradition.
. To be somehow connected “time”.
. A quarter amile the air.

It rises 400 meters.
. 320 meters the city’ s bustling streets.
. The center’s buildings are linked a pedestrian shopping concourse.
. Acity acity.

Staring high the skies.

All the way the Grand Daddy all New Y ork museums.

12. Fill in the articleswhereit is necessary.

HBoo~NokwdhE

0.

Big Apple.

"New York Times’.

Times Square.
Observation‘Area.

City.

Manhattan.

Brooklyn/Bridge.

Wall Street Financial District.
Raock Center.

Metropolitan Museum of Art.

L

Compare the use of “a” and “in” in these examples:

| had a hard day at the office. (“ at” emphasizes the office asa public place or ingtitution)
| left my coat behind in the office. (*in” emphasizes the office as a building)

There' sagood filmat the cinema. (“ at” emphasizesthe cinema asa public place)

It was very cold in the cinema. (“in” emphasizes the cinema as a building)

13. Chose the appropriate preposition



1. Both reached Miss Joan Littlewood Theatre Royal, Stratford.

2. When we were the theatre Garry asked me recently to interview
Ms St Clement at their first conference.

3. They were sitting having dinner the restaurant.

4. She gained experience ayouth theatre.

5. The London Film Festival begins tonight the National Film Theatre.

6. You could meet me the restaurant.

7. After university, he spent years touring theatre, performing with the
Royal Shakespeare Company before breaking in to telly.

8. She ran a red manicured fingernail down the page and, satisfied that she
didn’t haveto be the restaurant before midday, closed the diary again.

TALKING POINTS

What facts have you learnt from the text?

Would you liketo visit New Y ork? Why?

Which place in New Y ork do you want to see most.of all?

Your American friend triesto convince you that New,Y ork isthe most beautiful city
in theworld, while you are absolutely surethat Minsk isyour best bet.

PROJECT WORK

Choose a city in your own country. Write a guide to this city. For more collocations
see Appendix C.
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VI DREAM OF CALIFORNIA

LEAD-IN

What facts do you know about California?
What can you say about Hollywood?
What Hollywood movies do you like most of all? Why?

What thoughts and feelings do the pictures conjure up in your mind? Make short
descriptions of them. M ake use of the wor ds given below.

Beautiful

Exceptiondly, extraordinarily, extremey, outsandingly, redly, remarkably, supremely,
truly, very | absolutely, perfectlys, quite; utterly | astonishingly, breathtakingly,
dazzlingly (ocnenurensho), incredibly; staggeringly (omenomisitorie, morpscaroiie),
startlingly (nmopasurensHo, fHoTpsicatole, yauBuTenbHO), Strikingly, stunningly
(omreromurstroriie, cHorcimmbareapHo), Unbelievably.

Famous
Really, very | quite | internationally | rich and famous | world famous.

L uxurious
Extremel y;, positively (onpenenenno, 6e3yciosno), very, wonderfully | quite.

Gor geous (sipkuit, TBINIHBIH, BETUKOJICIHBIH, TPEKPACHBI)
Really | absolutely, drop-dead, simply.

a drop-dead gorgeous Hollywood icon

Outstanding
Particularly, really, truly | absolutely, quite.

That was quite an outstanding performance!
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Avenue
Broad, wide | leafy, tree-lined.

The avenue lined with palms.

Castle (palace)
Grand, grest, magnificent, splendid | turreted (c 6arrenxamu) | fairy, fairy-tale, fantasy.

LISTENING

1 “ Read the following sentences and try to guess the correct. answer.
Then listen to thetext and seeif your answersare correct.

1. Cdiforniais a state in the western United States, bordering the Pacific/Atlantic
Ocean. 2. It may well be true that Californians are quintessential”Americang/Britons.
3. In acountry where optimism reigns supreme, they are the most pessimistic/optimistic.
4. Cdlifornia is nicknamed the Silver/Golden State. 5. Disneyland/Hollywood is the
traditional mecca of the motion-picture industry. 6. Sacramento/Los Angeles is the
capital of California. 7. The Californians, the saying, goes, are just the rest of us,
only less'/more so.

READING

2. Read the text about California."Seven sentences have been removed from the
article. Choose from the sentences A-G the one which fits each gap.

JUST LIKEJTHE REST OF US, ONLY MORE SO

Cdlifornia is asstate in/the western United States,
bordering the Pacific Ocean.

The official ‘symbols of California include the state
flag, bird, flower, tree, and seal.

For more than a century, Americans have looked at
California as.something different, a “new” New World
at . the'end of the continent, the ultimate expression of
manifest destiny. It is a place as distinct from the rest of
the country as America was from the Old World it
rejected some 200 years ago. ..

It is difficult to characterize in a phrase a state that takes in over a thousand
miles of coastline, a variety of landscapes and more than 22 million people.
D . For some, it represents the fina embodiment of America's frontier
spirit; for others, it is a version of El Dorado, a place to find fortunes or spend
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fortunes made elsewhere. California is the nation’s
leader in fads, fashion and self-indulgence. New
religions new living arrangements, new forms of
entertainment from Disneyland to sexclubs, new
attitudes towards work, family and education, all have
been nurtured by California stolerant socia climate.

(2 . In wedthy nation, they are wealthier
than most; in a suburban society, they are ‘more
suburbanlzed in a culture devoted to immediate satisfaction, they .are satisfied
faster; in a country where optimism reigns supreme, they are the most optimistic;
and in atime of doubt and uncertainty, they have the most to be uncertain about.

Cdlifornia is nicknamed the Golden State for a number (of ‘teasons. The
discovery of gold in 1848 brought wealth and many people to the region. (3)

Golden poppies dot the fields in spring and summer. California‘is also famous for
its golden sunshine.

California s sunny climate, long coastline, and natural beauty have made it the
most popular tourist state in the United States. California has 8 national parks and
20 national forests, more than any other state.

4 . Tourists are drawn to the state’ symagnificent scenery and recreational
facilities and to such cities as Los Angeles, San Diego, and San Francisco, which are
also popular convention centers. Visitors ta,California spend $68 hillion on lodgings,
rental cars, and other traveling needs each'year, by far the largest sum for any state.

Itis possible that Los Angeles is afigment of its own imagination. No other city
studies itself so intently on film,/television or in glossy magazines. LA is a monster
of a city, atangle of freeways‘and,sprawling suburbs where anyone without a car is
considered intellectually impaired.

Los Angelesis the home of the entertainment industry. (5) . Many people
picture palm trees, swimming pools, and beaches when they think of Los Angeles.
But the city also suffersfrom heavy traffic and air pollution.

Hollywoodsthe traditional mecca of the motion-picture industry, is located
northwest of downtown Los Angeles. It is also a major center of the U.S. television
industry. Fhexmain thoroughfares, Sunset and Hollywood boulevards and Vine St.,
contain_ well-known restaurants, nightclubs, and broadcasting studios. The
Hollywood Bowl, a natural amphitheater in the Hollywood Hills, is the site of
numerous cultural events

San Francisco isone of the most beautiful U.S. cities (6) . It has a Hf-effacing
flutter of the eydids so blatantly missing from brassy New York and plastic LA, an
atmosphere of gentile chic mixed with offbeat innovation. Thisis a place that breeds
alternatives: it's the home of the Beat Generation, flower power, student protest
and gay pride. Chinatown here has colorful buildings, fine Chinese restaurants,
and many shops.




San Diego, city in the southwest corner of California and seat of San Diego
County. (7) . Known for its superb climate and recreational attractions, San
Diego a'so has one of the largest concentrations of military personnel in the nation.

Sacramento (city), capital city of California and seat of Sacramento County,
is located in the central part of the state in the fertile Sacramento Valley. Sacramento
is situated at the confluence of the Sacramento River and the American River. The
state's seventh-largest city at the 2000 census, Sacramento was the gateway to the
mining regions during the California gold rush of 1849 and long has been one of the
West's leading commercia and transportation centers. The city takes its name from
the Sacramento River, named by early Spanish explorers in honor of the Christian
sacraments.

The Californians, the saying goes, are just the rest of us, only more&o.

Cdlifornia stands for “absolute freedom, mobility and privacy”, wrote author
Joan Didion, a native of the state. In represents the “instinct which drove Americato
the Pacific ... the desire ... to live by one’ s own rules.”

A. Even people who hate the US love San Francisco.

B. It may well betrue that Californians are quintessential Americans.

C. Cdiforniaplays host to millions of visitors €ach year, and many Californians
are employed in providing for these tourists.

D. Movies and television shows are made here.

E. Its green fields turn golden brown inithe dry seasons of summer and fall,
when littlerain falls.

F. Itisthe second largest city in California (after Los Angeles) and the seventh
largest in the United States.

G. Neverthdess, itisoften saidthat Californiaisnot just a state but a sate of mind.

VOCABULARY AND GRAMMAR PRACTICE

3. Look at the wordsiin bold and try to explain them.

4. Rewrite the following sentences replacing the words in bold with the words from
thelist.

Numerous, figment, superb, manifest, fortune, devote, quintessential, mobility, chic, fertile.

1. Thefact that she would win the racing was obvious.

2. The woman who is smart is always a little different. Not different in being
behind fashion, but always dlightly apart fromit.

3. Thesoil inthisregionisrather rich in plant nutrients.

4. That must have cost you alarge sum of money.

5. There are many placesto visit in California.
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It must be a excellent show on this celebration.

Thisisatypical way of hisbehavior.

She commits herself to her whole life to the cause.

The ability to move about of capital today means that the comparative

© N

advantage once enjoyed by states or regions has been usurped by transnational
corporations.

10. That was her illusion that she could get back him. He was dead.

5. Fill in the correct word from thelist below.

Golden, traffic, official, sense, personnel, recreational, spirit, tangle; new, life, needs,

manifest, national, wealthy, living.
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1. symbols.

2. world.

3. destiny.

4. Frontier .

5. arrangements.
6. nation.

7. of freedom.
8. style.

9. sunshine.
10. park.

11. facilities.
12. Traveling .
13. of freeways:
14. Heavy :

15. Military .

6. Fill in‘the'earrect preposition, then choose any five items and make sentences.

17 To border sth.

2/ Tocharacterize aphrase.
3. A state mind.

4. Attitude sth.

5. Tobeuncertain sth.

6. Tostand sth (to mean).
7. To befamous sth.

8. Tosuffer sth.

9 the confluence of rivers.
10. Totake aname sth.



11. honor sth.

TALKING POINTS

7. Read the bits of information about some wacky® things in California. Act out
a polylogue in class. Enter the conversation with the phrase given before your
passage.

(1) For more than a century, Americans have looked at California as.something
different, a“new” New World at the end of the continent, the ultimate expression of
manifest destiny. It is a place as distinct from the rest of the country as America was
from the Old World it rejected some 200 years ago...

(2) That'strue

It is difficult to characterize in a phrase a state that takes in over a thousand
miles of coastline, a variety of landscapes and more than .22 million people.
Nevertheless, it is often that California is not just.a state but a state of mind. For
some, it represents the final embodiment of America sfrontier spirit; for others, it is
aversion of El Dorado, a place to find fortunes or. spend fortunes made el sewhere.

(3) Exactly

It may well be true that Californians are quintessential Americans. In wealthy
nation, they are wealthier than most; in“a suburban society, they are more
suburbanized; in a culture devoted to_immediate satisfaction, they are satisfied
faster; in a country where optimism reigns supreme, they are the most optimistic;
and in atime of doubt and uncertainty, they have the most to be uncertain about.

The Californians, the.saying goes, are just the rest of us, only more so.

(4) | couldn’t/agree more

Cdifornia stands for “absolute freedom, mobility and privacy”, wrote author
Joan Didion,@ native of the state. It represents “the instinct which drove Americato
the Pacificethededre.. .to live by on€ sown rules” This sense of freedom extends beyond
what;has cometo be known as lifestyle. It pervades the political atmosphere as well.

On October 8, 2003 Arnold Schwarzenegger became the first ever former
Mr.Universe to become the Governor of California. But, as Steve de Bretto reports,
ever since they found gold there strange things have happened in the “golden state”.

(5) | think you are absolutely right

! Wacky — crazy.
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One thing that most people don't know about Los Angeles is that it's the best
place in the world for students of English. Well, may be for one specific thing. It's
better than any place else for learning how the Present Continuous tense is used.

Consider these examples:

Waitress in a café: “1’'m really an actress, you know. I'm just waiting tables
until my career takes off.”

Taxi driver: “I’m driving this cab until my screenplay sells. I’ ve already got a
few people looking at it”

Clerk at hotel reception desk: “1'm an actor. I'm working here until my-agent
gets me a few moreroles.”

See? Your, teachers always tell you that you can use the Present Centinuous to
stress that a situation is only temporary. And in L.A., and particularly in Hollywood,
they’' re experts at that.

(6) Well, I quite agree

Cdifomia, especialy Los Angeles, has always been home to some, well, unique
characters. Before it was a state, not alot of people traveledito the area until 1848, when
a carpenter by the name of James Wilson Marshall found some strange metal in a
river near his home. That metal turned out to be gold;and hundreds of thousands of
people from all over the world hurried to California hoping to strike it rich* Not
many did, but that spirit still lives today, and if you can’t find gold in the local river,
you can aways come up with some goldeniideas.

(7) | suppose so

ARE THESE PEOPLE FEELING OK?

Americans talk about “pennies from Heaven” to refer to good luck that they
hadn’t been expecting. LasiAngeles's Aetherius2 Foundation had exactly that kind
of luck. More than 40 years ago the group’s founder, Doctor George King, received
transmissions from outer space — the planet Mars, to be precise. Ever since, the
Aetherius Foundation, has been the exclusive recipient of these cosmic messages,
and for only $10, you can hear the tapes. King had to put himself into a trance in
order to tuneiinto'the thought waves from outer space and then translate them into
English, in,case'you were wondering. For a few extra dollars the group will harness
their own cosmic powers and send them to any part of the world to help you out.

(8)._If you've ordered the tapes aready and are till looking to spend a few
pennies, Californiawon't let you down. San Francisco’s Beyond Gourmet food shop
will be happy to sell you gourmet dog biscuits so that your puppy will eat like aking
every day. And when you really want to pamper the little guy, you can book him
aroom in Los Angeles Kennel Club where he'll get his own private, air-conditioned

1 (To) strikeit rich— becomerich suddenly through luck.
2 Aether — s¢up (anCTHIi, NETKAH ¥ IPO3PAYHBIA BO3AYX, KOTOPHIM JBIIAT GOTH Ha
OsnMIie; y IPeBHAX IPEKOB).
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luxury cottage. Don’t worry about your schedule: limousine pick-up is available for
your pet. Later he can drop by and visit you in you hotel room at L'Ermitage in
Beverly Hills, where he can pick from the hotel’s menu of doggie treats, including a
plate of caviar and poached eggs for $115. It's a treat that your dog would never
forget, if he were capable of understanding it.

(9) My Goodness, let melive so

WACKY LAWS

There are many old laws in the United States that can only be describedas
“wacky”. And California, unsurprisingly, has the wackiest local laws of them all,
Though few people are ever arrested for any of the examples given below, they are
still on the statute book.

Californian Sate Laws

Women may not drive in a house coat.

No vehicle without adriver may exceed 60 miles per hour:
In Baldwin Park

Nobody is allowed to ride a bicycie in a swimmingpool.

(10) Oh, those Californians. And there are a few maere wacky laws they observe:
In Los Angeles

Y ou may not hunt moths under a streetlight.

Toads may not be licked.

In San Francisco

It is prohibited for elephants to stroll down Market Street unlessthey are on aleash.
Itisillegal to wipe one's canwith used underwear.

Persons classified as“ ugly” may not walk down any street.

(11) I hope youwere kidding/joking

Cdifornia s sunny climate, long coastline, and natural beauty have made it the
most popular tourist ‘state in the United States. California has 8 nationa parks and
20 national_forests, more than any other state.

Cdliforpiaplays host to millions of visitors each year, and many Californians are
employed .in/ providing for these tourists. Tourists are drawn to the state's
magnificent scenery and recreationa facilities and to such cities as Los Angeles, San
Diego, and San Francisco, which are also popular convention centers.

(12) Most Americans aren’t surprised by Californians any more. We just shake
our heads and smile at them.

When the architect Frank Lloyd Wright was asked about California, he said
“Tip the world over on its side and everything loose will land in Los Angeles’.
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The USA is a country of diversity of maestic, picturesque, wild scenery,
fascinating landscapes, dramatic mountains, mighty rivers, brilliant actors, world
famous people.

The Americans aspired to reach farther and farther west. And today the west,
which is California represents the final embodiment of America's frontier spirit. It
may well be true that Californians are quintessential Americans.

(Wacky Californians// English. 2004. Ne 36. P. 28.)

8. Choose any statement. Comment on it.

1. If my books had been any worse | should not have been invited to,Hollywood,
and if they had been any better | should not have come. (Raymond Chandler)

2. The people are unredl. The flowers are unrea, they don't smdl. The fruit is
unreal, it doesn’t taste of anything. The whole place is'a glaring;.gaudy, nightmarish
set, built up in the desert. (Ethel Barrymore)

3. To survive there, you need the ambition, of a Latin-American revolutionary,
the ego of a grand operatenor, and the physical“stamina of a cow pony. (Billie Burke)

4. Hollywood is a place where they’ |l pay you athousand dollars for a kiss and
fifty centsfor your soul. (Marilyn Monroe)

5. InHollywood, if you don’t have happiness you send out for it. (Rex Reed)

9. Continue the sentence:

I’m a student now butit’sjust until | / my...



G. Washington, the first American President.

practically synonymous.

most important citysin the US.

interestingfor sightseers are to be found in groups.

VIl WASHINGTON, D.C.

LEAD-IN

What do you know about the man in the pictute?

Look at the pictures. What are these places of interest? Are they
situated in Washington, D.C.?

Would you liketo livein Washington, D.C.? Why?

LISTENING COMPREHENSION

1 “ Listen to thetrack and say if the statements are true or false. Correct
the mistakes, wher e necessary.

1. The capital of the Wnited, States is named after
2. Theterms Washington,and the District of Columbia are

3. Washington isthe'largest city in the United States.
4. In the cultural and economic sense Washington is the

5. All=theiymain buildings that make Washington so

6., The'Capitol isthe residence of the President. JQA. Ward's

7. Inaugurations of presidents and vice-presidents are  Statueof George
held in front of the Capitol. Waghingtonin front
8. The origina name of the White House was the c?rf Ewidizl WH;"elre
Executive Mans on. Lo . . Washington was
9. The Executive Mansion is named due to its white walls. inaugurated as
thefirst U.S.
President
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READING
2. Read thetext and answer the questions below.
WASHINGTON, D.C.

When the thirteen colonies became states and decided to join in a Union, there
was much discussion about the capital. The decision finally arrived at was to'carve
out a hundred sguare miles from the States of Maryland and Virginia, calltit.Federal
territory, and build a model capital on that site. It was only reasonable that|the
capital should bear the name of the Genera who had done so much to effect
American Independence, and became its first President Washington.

- == The hundred square miles are known as
the District of Columbia)This“area is not a
state, it belongs neither to the north nor to the
south, but to<@l theustates. The District is
named in honouriof Columbus, the discoverer
of America. The terms Washington and the
Digtrict of Columbia are practicdly synonymous.
The name:of the capital always goes with the
abbreviation D.C. not to be mixed with
SR e i _another Washington, one of the 50 US states.

Washl ngton is not the Iargeﬂ city in the United States, for it cannot compare in
size with cities like New Y ork,sPhiladelphia, Chicago, Los Angeles, which have
more than amillion inhabitants. In 1985 itspopulation was 626,000.

In the political sense, however, it is the center of the republic and the most
important city in the United States. Washington’s only big business has always been
the business of Government. It is said that some three-quarters of the adult
population in Washington, D.C. are wholly or indirectly involved in the
administrative machine and the general process of of government: they are either
politicians, or/civil servants, or suppliers of goods and services to such people. In
1800, whenithe US government moved to Washington from Philadelphia, the
Washington bureaucracy consisted of about 130 clerks, while in the 1980s
government .employees in Washington numbered more than 300,000.

Power is what Washington is al about. Washington is the greatest industrial
town inthe world, and itsindustry is palitics.

VISITING WASHINGTON'S SIGHTS

Washington's streets plan may seem very complicated to a visitor. Fortunately
for sightseers, al the main buildings that make the city so interesting are to be found
in groups. The Capitol Hill group is perhaps the most important, if you are interested
in the law-making center of the United States. The first port of call for you is the
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Capitol, with its great Hall of Representatives and Senate Chamber. The Capitol is
the seat of the US Congress.

The Capitol Building dominates all Washington. The great central dome appears
too heavy for the low fagade. Topping the dome is the 19-foot bronze statue of
Freedom by Thomas Crawford. She watches, calm and unruffled, over al the things
that are done in her name in the building below.

Innaugurations of presidents and vice-presidents are held in front of the Capitol.

It's a moot question in Washington whether the Capitol or the White House
holds first interest. As the residence of the President, perhaps the White House has
the edge. Every president except Washington lived there. Above all, yod will want
to make a tour of the White House, to see its rooms and grounds.

The Executive Mansion, as it was originally known, is the oldest public
structure in the city. The home of the president of the United States gets its name
from its white walls. But the White House wasn’t always white, itsoriginal colour was
grey. During the war of 1812-1814 the British burned most/of the public buildingsin
Washington, including the President’s Palace. Its walls were'still\ standing, but the
sandstone was so streaked with water and smoke that it seemed best to paint it white
to cover the scars of afire. That done, it began to-be called the “white housg’. It has
been white ever since. During the adminigtration of Theodore Roosvelt “White House”
appeared on the president’ s stationery and the termibecame official.

You will also want to take a closer look, at the 55-foot obelisk that is the
Washington Monument and probably go up to,its 500-foot level. You will want to
stop at the end of the Reflecting Pool near 17th!Street and see the Lincoln Memorial
from there, then go closer, until you come right up to the foot of the great statue;
then go on across the Potomac tofArlington National Cemetery, where the tomb of
the Unknown Soldier is located:

All in all, the Washington experience is definitely one not to be missed.

Washington, D/ C. isone of the 50 US states, isn’t it?
What was the'population of Washington in 1985?
What makes Washington the most important city in the United States?
. If you‘are,interested in the law-making center of the US, what is the first
place of interest for you?
5. Werethewalls of the White House originally white or grey?
6., What.do you know about Washington’s cherry-blossom time?

NS

3.'Read thetext and answer the questionsthat follow.
FIVE DIFFERENT WASHINGTONS

There are at least five different Washingtons and each has its supporters who
earnestly believe that theirsis the only true Washington.
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The first is Washington-the-Capital, an officia city of great monuments and
memorials, of vast bureaucracies housed in buildings of neoclassical or modern
Congressiona Grotesque design. Over 43 per cent of the land of the Didtrict is occupied
by the Federal Government. Thisis the Washington of the Federal reservation.

The second is Old Washington, the sleepy Southern town of ceiling fans,
sleeping porches, devoted Negro servants and old families who were actually born
here. Old Washington is dying off now.

The third is Washington-the-Town-of-Terror, “The Crime Capital of the
World”, ahorror of racial mixing producing violence too terrible to speak of.

The fourth Washington is University-Washington, the northwest section’ of
pleasant homes on tree-lined streets, where almost everyone is white, well-educated,
and has a high income.

The fifth Washington is Negro Washington, largely low-income and low-
education, though the city has a relatively large number of professional and middle-
to-upper-income Negro families. But the majority of the Negro population livesin
badly overcrowded row houses', its children go to décrepit® schools, separated from
and largely unseen by the other Washingtons.

Rock Creek Park is a symbol of the town's'deep division. It is a wooded area of
2,000 acres that runs from the center of the city. ta its,northern border. On Sundays
and holidays, whites and Negroes fill the picnic tables, nature center and groves of
the park, but when night falls the whites gowest'and the Negroes go east. The Negro
community calls the park sometimes “The Chinese Wall” and sometimes “The Iron
Curtain”. For al practical purposes the.community on one side of the park is white
and upper income, on the other, black'andlower income.

What new facts about Washington, D.C. did you discover?
What are the hottestitourist attractions of the city?

Which part of the US eapital would you like to visit?

Can you give names of the world’s safest and least safe cities?

Ao PE

VOCABULARY PRACTICE

4.Match the numberswith the lettersto explain the meaning of the following words.

1). Abbreviation a) aperson who visit aplace sinteresting

2) spectacle sights

3) sightseer b) to goto aplace or event in large numbers
4) to flock ¢) to have alook very quickly

5) totakeaswing d) ashortened form of aword or phrase

€) something remarkable that can be seen

! Row houses — oHOKBapTHPHBIE TOMa.
2 Decrepit — Apstxiblii, BETXHH COCTABIISAIONIME PSIbI IOMOB.
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5. Complete the sentences, using the derivatives of thewordsin brackets.

1. When the 13 colonies became states and decided to join in a Union, there

was much about the capital. (to discuss)
2. The Digtrict is named in honour of Columbus, the of America. (to
discover)
3. Washington issmaller in with New Y ork and Chicago. (to compare)
4. The flock to visit the White House. (to see, a sight)
5. The of the President was held in front of the Capitol. (to inaugurate)

6. Fill in the gaps with the wor ds given below
Abound, politicians, spectacle, draws, flower.
WASHINGTON’'S CHERRY-BLOSSOM TIME

Washington's cherry-blossom timeisa (1) borrowed from Japan, as indeed
are the cherry-trees themselves, which (2) near the Jefferson Memorial.
Severa thousands of these cherry-trees were given.to Washington in 1912 by the
city of Tokyo. When they (3) — in early April = the whole city (4) its
breath and drinks them in for almost exactly 12,days:give or take a day, that is how
long cherry-blossom time lasts. It is indeed “Washington's wonderful season,
possibly because it is the one occasion in the natural cycle of this world capital that
has nothing to do with the (5) 4

GRAMMAR PRACTICE
7. Find the mistakesinthe following sentences and correct them.

1. G. Washingtondid'so many to effect American Independence.

2. The name of the capital goes with the abbreviation D. C., not to mix one of
the 50 US states.

3. Washington isthe larger city inthe US.

4. |nthepolitical sensg, it's the importantest city in the United States.

5. Inaugurations of presidentsis held in front of the capitol.

8.Fill in the articles and explain your choice.

1 Washington, District of Columbig, is capital of
United States.
2. In political sense, it is centre of republic and
most important city in us.
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3. Capitol Hill group is most important, if you are interested
in law-making centre.
4, Thousands of Americans flock to visit Capitol and
Executive Mansion.
5. Cherry-blossom time is spectacle borrowed from Japan,
as indeed are cherry-trees themselves, which abound near Jefferson
Memorial.

9. Complete the sentences choosing thevariantsa, b or c.

1.

The District of Columbia belongs to the south tothe north.
a as...as

b) either ... or

¢) neither ... nor

The name of the capital goes the abbreviation D: C.

a) before

b) with

c) after

Washington's street plan may seem very complicated avigitor.
a) to

b) for

¢) too

Both chambers the’Congress are open public.

a) of ... for

b) of ... to

c) from ... to

It's amoot question in"Washington the Capitol the White
House holds first interest.

a) if ..«nor

b) weather ... or

c)/whether"...or

TALKING POINTS

Act asaguide showing thetourists around Washington, D.C. tell them about thecity.
How do you under stand the following statements: “ The city is not a concr ete jungle,
it isahuman zoo.” “Only a madman would chooseto livein alarge modern city.” ?



VIII AMERICAN BELIEFSAND VALUES

LEAD-IN

Comment on the proverb “When in Rome, do asthe Romans do”.
What do you know about American beliefs and values?

LISTENING

1 “ Match the numbers with the letters. Then listen to the text about
American beliefs and values and check if you wereright.

. Americans commonly regard their society as .
a) thefreest and best in the world
b) theworst inthe world
¢) therichest and nicein the world
. The USA constitution’s Bill of Rights was ratified in .
a) 1790
b) 1791
c) 1810
. Early 20th century Pragmatists ins stedhupon the individual’s ability to control
hisor her
a) chidren
b) family
c) fate
. Americans like to think'they are natural-born
a) do-it-yourselfers
b) friends
C) parents
. Six out of ten Americans are membersof ...
a) anathletic.association
b) thegovernment
¢)” avolunteer organization
2 Every American takes for granted an abundance of
a money
b) resources
c) children
. Mobility in Americais not asign of aimlessness but
a) optimism
b) pleasure
c) emotion

57



8. American patriotism is concentrated upon the idea of freedom which
inspired .
a) aparticular historic event
b) the nation’s beginnings
¢) theloveof theland

READING
2. Read thetext & do the exercisesthat follow.
AMERICAN BELIEFS AND VALUES

IDEALS AND VALUES

Having a particular race or creed or lifestyle does not identify one as American.
However, there are certain ideals and values, rooteddn thescountry’s history, which
many Americans share.

FREEDOM

At the center of all that Americans valuetis freedom. Americans commonly
regard their society as the freest and best in the world. They like to think of their
country as a welcoming haven for those lenging for freedom and opportunity.
They are proud to point out that even today America's immigration offices are
flooded with hopeful applicants who,expect the chance for a better life.

Americans' understanding of freedom is shaped by the Founding Fathers
belief that all people are equal andsthat the role of government is to protect each
person’'s basic “inalienable’ rights The U.S. Congdtitution’s Bill of Rights, ratified in
1791, assures individual, rights, including provisions for freedom of speech, press,
and religion.

The notion that America offers freedom for all is an ideal that unifies Americans
and links present to,past. Yet this idea has not always corresponded to reality. The
inconsistency ‘of black slavery in a society supposedly dedicated to freedom and
equality plagued the nation from the very beginning and was not resolved until the
Civil War. Reality continues to demonstrate that some socia groups and individuals
are not/asffree as others. Because of religious, racial, sex, or age discrimination some
Americans have not enjoyed the same rights and opportunities as others.

Founding Father: member of the Constitutional Convention of 1787 which drafted the
fundamental law of the U.S.
Bill of Rights: the first ten amendments to the Constitution of the United States.

INDIVIDUALISM
Americans’ notion of freedom focuses on the individual, and individualism has
strong philosophical roots in America. Thomas Jefferson, philosopher, third
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president of the nation and author of the Declaration of Independence, believed that
a free individual’s identity should be held sacred and that his or her dignity and
integrity should not be violated. America's nineteenth-century Transcendentalist
philosophers, including Ralph Waldo Emerson, Henry David Thoreau, and Margaret
Fuller, encouraged individuals to trust in themselves and their own consciences and
to revolt against routine and habitual paths of conduct. The nineteenth-century poet
Walt Whitman celebrated the individual in his poetry. Early twentieth-century
Pragmatists such as William James and John Dewey insisted upon the individua’s
ability to control his or her fate.

Individualism, understood not only as self-reliance but also as economic self-
sufficiency, has been a central theme in American history. In the early days, most
Americans were farmers whose success depended not on cooperation with ethers but
on their ability to confront the hardships of land and climate on their own. Both
success and virtue were measured by individual resourcefulness.\ln“American
history, the concept of “rugged individualism” is cammonly identified with
frontier heroes such as Daniel Boone and Davy Crockett,/men who braved the
wilderness alone.

Even in today’s society, where most Americans'work day by day and drive
a hard bargain for large, complex organizations and\few people can claim economic
self-sufficiency, individualism persists. Individual proprietorship in business is
still extolled as the ideal. Government regulation is often resisted in the spirit of
individualism.

IDEALIZING WHAT IS PRACTICAL

Many historians believe that.most. of/the beliefs and values which are charac-
teristically American emer ged within the context of the frontier experience.

Survival in the wilderness was best achieved by robust individualists. Survival
experiences also explain the’American tendency to idealize whatever is practical. In
America, what works i§ what counts. Most pioneers who went west had not trained
themselves in prairiefarming or sod house construction, but they trusted they would
be able to devise workable solutions to the daily problems and dangers they faced.
I nventivenesswas necessary for survival.

Frontier: in"American history the frontier was the edge of the settled country where
unlimited'cheap land was available attracting pioneers who were willing to live the hard
but independent life in the West.

This“can-do” spirit is something Americans are proud of today. They like to think
they are natural-born do-it-yourselfers and do something by their own is a piece of
cake for them. There are do-it-your self books on everything from how to build and
repair your own engine to how to be your own best friend. These kinds of solutions
appeal to Americans’ preference for what ever is quick and practical.
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VOLUNTEERISM

The do-it-yourself spirit is known as volunteerism in American community and
political life. Volunteerism means people helping people through privately-initiated,
rather than government-sponsored, agencies. Volunteers, usually unpaid, are highly
motivated workers who organize themselves and others to solve a particular
community problem or meet an immediate socia need, rather than waiting for
someone else — usualy the government — to do it. When a high school football
teamn requires money for uniforms, parents and students form an athletic association which
organizes car washes and bake sales to raise money for uniforms. The'willingness
to participate in such groups is so widespread that six out of tenéAmericans are
members of a volunteer organization. The Scouts of America is the biggest outdoor
club. Character, citizenship & persona fitness are their aims. Boy Scouts contain
997,398 people, adult volunteers: 545,577 people, troops teams. 52,377. The Scouts
of America have their motto: “ Be prepared” .

PSYCHOLOGY OF ABUNDANCE

It is easy to be an optimistic do-it-yourselfer in so many.Sspheres when one takes
for granted an abundance of resources. Historically, Americans have regarded their
country as a land of limitless wealth. The first, colonists of the New World wrote
letters back home, contrasting the riches of ‘America with the scarcity of the lands
from which they came. Fertile land was cheap and available to anyone who wanted
to farm. A country where everyone could'take what he wanted was indeed alluring.
Yet as settlement on the east coast increased, resour ces were gradually depleted.
And before one could say Jack Robinson,some tobacco lands began to be exhausted
and abandoned before the end’of the eighteenth century, and cotton lands were also
abandoned when their fertilityawas used up. Did it matter? No. The abundance of
untapped natural resources on the American frontier attracted not only farmers, but also
game hunters, fur trappers, gold and silver miners, lumberjacks, and cattle ranchers.

The buffalo was hunted to near extinction, millions of acres of forested land
were cut and burned, and rivers were polluted from mining.

Still Americaisrich in natural resources. But attitudes toward wastefulness are
changingsand, taken into account. Today, America’s Mountain West, the least
populatedregion of the country where resources seem barely tapped, is suffering
from assevere water shortage. Westerners are faced with the need to restrict
population growth and reconsider uses for water.

MOBILITY

The pragmatism of Americans and their trust in an abundance of resources
relates to the American habit of mobility. Americans always haveitchy feet. Asanation
of immigrants, Americans have from the beginning shared the assumption that the
practical solution to a problem is to move elsewhere and make a fresh start. Mobility
in America is not a sign of aimlessness but optimism. Pioneers made the arduous
journey westward because they believed they could establish a better life for
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themselves and their children. Now, Americans move from place to place with the
same sense of optimism, hoping to secure a better job or enjoy a warmer climate.

Moving about from place to place is such a common and accepted practice that
most Americans take it for granted that they may live in four or five cities during
their lifetime, perhaps buying a house and then reselling it each time they move.
Americans hate to feel that buying a house might immobilize them forever, thereby
inhibiting their chances of bettering their lives.

The American habit of mobility has been important in contributing a degree of
homogeneity to a society of such extreme cultural diversity and spaciousness.
Cultural differences still exist from region to region, but they are{becoming
increasingly less distinct as mutual exchange occurs.

PATRIOTISM

A further conseguence of Americans mohility is that they developirdatively little
attachment to place. In this century, national pride has become generdly stronger than
regional pride. Foreign vistors to America are quick to‘observe the prevalence of
patriotic symbols: flags fly in suburban neighborhoods, bumper, stickers announce “I'm
proud to be American,” the national anthem is played atsevery sporting event. National
holidays such as Thanksgiving and Independence Day intensify the sense of national
identity. Yet patriotism in America is in some ways distinct from patriotism in other
countries. In many nations, patriotism is essentialy the love of the land. In America,
however, this specific sense of place, this identification with a particular geographical
region as the homeland, is generdly not developed to this extent. American patriotism is
concentrated instead upon the particular historic event of the nation’s creation as a new
start and upon the idea of freedom which inspired the nation’ s beginnings.

Thanksgiving Day: a nationa,holiday celebrated on the fourth Thursday of November to
give thanks to God for the harvest, remembering particularly the first successful harvest of
the early settlers who hadsuffered a terrible winter when they arrived.

Independence Day: July 4, a national holiday celebrating the anniversary of the
adoption of the Deglarationof Independencein 1776.

PROGRESS

The desireito progress by making use of opportunities is important to Americans.
In this immigrant society, progress is personally measured as family progress over
generations. Many Americans can boast that with each succeeding generation since
their first ancestors arrived, the family’s status has improved. The classic American
family saga is all about progress. The great-grandparents, arriving from the Old
World with nothing but the clothes on their backs, work hard and suffer poverty and
alienation so that they can provide a good education for their children. The second
generation, motivated by the same vision of the future and willingness to work hard
and make sacrifices, pass these values to their children. The attainment of the vision
of one'sgrandparentsis part of the American Dream. “ Going from ragstoriches’ —
the slogan for great American dream.
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OBESITY IN THE COUNTRY

Thereisan idiom which says” We are what we eat”. Do you agree? Obesity is a great
problem in American society today. Almost every 4th man is suffering from being
fat. Besides, obesity is not only physical imperfection it causes heart diseases &
even cancer & diabetes. The main reason which leads to obesity is not well-balanced
food, which is fool of cholesteral, fat, salt etc. In other words it is fast food. In the
USA fast food is incredibly popular. American fast food chains, such as
McDonald's, Wendy’s, Kentucky Fried Chicken & Burger King, are among the
best-known companies in the world. More than 75 million Americans.eat fast=food
every day. But is American fast food good for you? Fat people @re used to be
mocked by other people while go shopping, sometimes they can't use the public
lavatories, they can’t go somewhere by plane because they can't affordithetwo seats
the airline demands for the flight, they don’t go to the cinema or,theatre because
they are too large to sit in one of the seats.

What does the average american do?

The average American sleeps 7, 5 hours a night.

The average American takes a shower every day.

The average American goes to the cinema ance amonth.

The average American watches TV 4 hours a day.

The average American goes to the dentist .once a year.

The average American reads the newspaper every day.

The average American eats 3 hamburgers a week.

The average American drinks a cup and a half of coffee aday.
The average American livesin a house.

The average American€atsat afast food restaurant once a month.
The average American listens to the radio 2 hours a day.

The average American goes to bed before 12.00.

The average American wears pajamas to bed.

3. Agreeor disagree with the following statements.

1...Atthe center of al that Americans value is patriotism.

2. /Americans understanding of freedom is shaped by the Founding Sisters
belief that all people are equal and that the role of government is to protect each
person’s basic “inalienable” rights.

3. The inconsistency of black dlavery in a society supposedly dedicated to
freedom and equality plagued the nation from the very beginning and was not
resolved until the 2™ World War.

4. Reality continues to demonstrate that some social groups and individuals are
not as free as others.

5. Americans' notion of freedom focuses on the psychology of abundance.
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6. Individualism, understood not only as self-reliance but also as economic
prosperity, has been a central theme in American history.

7. Inthe early days, most Americans were farmers whose success depended not
on cooperation with others but on their ability to confront the hardships of land and
climate on their own.

8. In American history, the concept of “rugged individualism” is commonly
identified with frontier heroes such as John Smith and Davy Crockett, men who
braved the wilderness alone.

9. Survival experiences also explain the American tendency to idealize whatever
ispractical.

10. Americans hate to think they are natural-born do-it-yourselfershand do
something by their own is a piece of cake for them.

11. The do-it-yourself spirit is known as patriotism in American community and
political life.

12. The Scouts of America have their motto, Be ready.

13. Fertile land was cheap and avail able to anyone who wanted to farm.

14. Today, America’s Mountain West, the most populated region of the country
where resources seem barely tapped, is suffering fromasevere water shortage.

15. As a nation of immigrants, Americans have from the beginning shared the
assumption that the practical solution to a problem isito move elsewhere and make
afresh start.

16. American patriotism is concentratedyinstead upon the particular historic
event of the nation’s creation as a new start and upon the idea of freedom which
inspired the nation’ s beginnings.

17. Many Americans can boast that with each succeeding generation since their
first ancestors arrived, the family’ sistatus hasn’t improved.

18. Almost every 9th man is suffering from being fat.

19. American fast food'chains, such as McDonald's, Wendy's, Kentucky Fried
Chicken & Burger King, are.among the best-known companies in the world.

20. More than 75:million Americans eat fast food every day.

4. Complete thesentences choosing theright alter native.

1. At thecenter of al that Americansvaueis .
a)love
b) freedom
¢) home
d) ancestors
2. Americans understanding of freedom is shaped by the that al people
are egqual and that the role of government is to protect each person’s basic
“inalienable” rights.
a) Founding Fathers belief
b) the U.S. Constitution’s Bill of Rights
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c) Declaration of Independence;
d) black davery

. The , ratified in 1791, assures individual rights, including provisions

for freedom of speech, press, and religion.
a) Declaration of Independence

b) Law of Rights

¢) U.S. Constitution’s Bill of Rights

d) Constitution of Rights

. The inconsistency of in a society supposedly dedicatedto freedom

and equality plagued the nation from the very beginning and was./not
resolved until the Civil War.

a) noblemen

b) white people

c) rich people

d) black davery

. Americans notion of freedom focuses on the

a) individual

b) Declaration of Independence
¢) philosophy

d) volunteerism

. Individualism, understood not only. as self-reliance but aso as economic

, has been a central theme intAmerican history.
a) proprietorship
b) self-sufficiency
¢) growth
d) development

. Survival in the wilderness was best achieved by individualists.

a) hot

b) diligent
c) robust
d) lazy

Ln” American history, the concept of “rugged individualism” is commonly
identified with frontier heroes such as , men who braved the
wilderness alone.
a)" Daniel Boone and Davy Crockett

b) Ted Turner and Thomas Jefferson
¢) Ralph Waldo Emerson and Henry David Thoreau
d) William James and John Dewey

This spirit is something Americans are proud of today.
a) survival

b) stubborn
C) intractable
d) “can-do”



10.

11.

means people helping people through privately-initiated, rather than
government-sponsored, agencies.
a) volunteerism
b) friendship
C) support
d) help
land was cheap and available to anyone who wanted to farm.
a) rich
b) fertile
c) poor
d) marvelous

12. Millions of acres of forested land were cut and burned, and rivers were

13.

14.

15.

16

17.

polluted from .

a) wastes

b) weapons

C) mining

d) fuel

A further consequence of Americans is that they develop relatively
little attachment to place.

a) patriotism

b) mobility

¢) volunteerism

d) individualism

Yet in America is in some,ways distinct from in other
countries.

a) patriotism

b) volunteerism

¢) individualism

d) mobility

The classicAmerican family sagais all about
a) volunteerism

b) individualism

¢)__mohility

d) progress

Besides, is not only physical imperfection, it causes heart diseases
& even cancer & diabetes.

a) dovenliness

b) thinness

c) obesity

d) cheek

Inthe USA, fast food isincredibly .

a) popular

b) tasty
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¢) unpopular
d) disgusting
18. The average American watches TV hours a day.
a 2
b) 1
c) 0
d 4
19. What isthe most popular American volunteer organization?
a) Pioneers
b) Boy Scouts
¢) Timour & Co
d) Tigers
20. What is the motto of this organization?
a) Beprepared.
b) Beready.
c) Always ready.
d) Always prepared.

5. Answer the questions

What isthe center of all Americans values?

Americans commonly regard their society asthe worst in the world, don’t they?
What has strong philosophicaliroots in America?

What can every Americanifind in do-it-yourself books?

What does volunteefism mean?

What region is suffering from sever water shortage?

What holidays intensify the sense of national identity?

I's progress(persenally measured as family progress over generations?

ONogA~A®WNE

VOCABULARY PRACTICE

6. Look at thewordsin bold in thetext & try to explain them.

7. Match the wordswith their definitions.

1) Toassure a) the quality of being honest and

2) integrity having strong moral principles

3) robust b) involving alot of effort and energy
4) toviolate C) toincreasein degree of strength

5) abundance d) to make sth to happen



6)
7)

PODNDE  ©

©

onhkwnNE

10.

Puzzle

to intensify €) strong and healthy
arduous f) alarge quantity that is more than
enough
g) togo against or refuse to obey alaw,
agreement

. Form theright derivativesto finish the sentences.

Unemployment seems rising, despite repeated to be contrarys (assure)
The storm resumed with even greater . (intensify)

Americans can't still believein of the nations resources. (exhaust)
Fish are in the lake. (abundance)

. Complete the sentences with necessary words.

She was almost 90 but still very r

Heisaperson who isawaysv international law.
Fruit and vegetablesgrew in a ontheisland.
Violencei during the night.

The work was a .

Theclassical American s is all'about progress.

Find the 9 words relating t6 America & discover the main word (10) made by
thelettersin the boxes. Thereare cluesto help you.

>

i
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Clues

1. Americans' notion of freedom focuses on the and has strong
philosophical rootsin America.

2. Atthecenter of all that Americansvalueis .

3. Today, America s Mountain , the least populated region of the country
where resources seem barely tapped, is suffering from a severe water shortage.

4, means people helping people through privately-initiated, rather than
government-sponsored, agencies.

5. As a nation of immigrants, Americans have from the beginning shared the
assumption that the practical solution to a problem is to move elsewhere and make
afresh start. Thisvalueiscalled .

6. One of the frontier heroes who braved the wilderness alone, with whom the
concept of “rugged individualism” is commonly identified in American history.

7. American is concentrated instead upon the particular. historic event of
the nation’s creation as a new start and upon the idea of freedom which inspired the
nation’s beginnings.

8. was necessary for survival.

9. Who was a philosopher, third president¢of the nation and author of the
Declaration of Independence?

11. Fill in the correct words from thelist below.

Proprietorship, willingness, fag,. longing, do-it-yourself, attainment, regard, virtue,
homogeneity, flooded, confront, volunteers, inconsistency, depleted, individualism, prevalence.

their society asthe freest and best in the world.
for freedom and opportunity.
Officesare with hopeful applicants.
The of black davery.
has strong philosophical rootsin America
Ability to the hardships of land and climate.
Both'suceess and .
I'ndividual in business.
books on everything.
10. are usually unpaid.
11. The to participate.
12. Resources were gradualy .
13. A degree of to asociety.
14. The of patriotic symbols.
15. The of the vision.
16. American food.

©oNoOA~WNE
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12. One of the American values is mobility. The Americans can’t do without a car.
Read the dialogue and try to explain theidiomsin bold.

R U T H: Darling, I’ ve come to the conclusion
that this car is (1) past it. It's hopeless ... | mean,
look; we're on the motorway and you can’'t even
get it up to sixty!

J O H N: Oh, comeon, love. It'sfine, and this
model has certainly (2) stood the test of time.
Look! There's another one — it’s not as if nobody
drives them any more! You know what? Back
(3) in my day, this was the best car on the road, and quite frankly, in“my. opinion
these new cars of today just aren’'t as good.

R U T H: But John, you're (4) living in the past! Today’s cars are much better
and safer too! Take Volvos for example, they're just as sturdy as this, and the new
models have sunroofs, power steering, airbags — you namesit! Face it, this car is
(5) as old as the hills and sooner or later you're going to have to buy a (6) brand
new one.

J O H N: Brand new, eh? Do you know how.muchythey cost? Oh, | wish we
could (7) turn the clock back to 1964; you couldibuy‘anew car for $500, then.

R U T H: Okay, okay. Just a dightly more(8) up-to-date one, then. But you've
got to (9) move with the times, and I’ ve heard you can get a good second-hand car
for around $3,000.

J O H N: Listen Ruth. There isnothingwrong with this car. You can nag me
(20) till the cows come home, buts’ m not'going to buy a new car until I’ m ready to.

R U T H: John? ... Isthat smoke coming out of the engine?

J O H N: What? ... Oh blast!

13. Match theitems with the idioms from the previous exercise.

1. Too oldte werk'well or safely.

2. Veryald.

3. Tobehave asif what existed in the past still exists.

4, To'pragress with changing customs/fashions, etc.

5/ Toprovereliable/valuable over along period.

6. Completely new.

7. To go back in time, especially to sth now considered ol d-fashioned.
8. For alongtime.

9. Modern/new.

10. At atimein the past when sh/sth was young/popul ar/successful, etc.
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14.

1

15.

Choose the word which best completes each sentence.

Y our televison isancient. Why not sdll it and get something more up to ?
a) now

b) present

c) date

d) time

Shakespeare' s plays have sood the of time because they are so well-written.
a) test

b) quiz

Cc) exam

d) road

Inmy , children were seen and not heard.

a) times

b) moment

c) day

d) life

Although they are till young, most models are considered it by the
age of 30.

a) beyond

b) over

c) after

d) past

If | could turn the back,| would do things differently.

a) clock

b) watch

¢) hours

d) years

Rewrite the following sentences using the words in bold. Do not change these
wordsinany way.

17 My computer is completely new. | only bought it this morning.

g.ranJ:ne’ s father would be quite happy to talk about politics forever.

g?w\?our washing-machineis very old. Perhapsit’s time you bought a new one.
ZI.HSStop behaving asif things hadn’t changed since you were a young man, Roy.

Don't you realise we're in the 1990s?
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5. The company needs to progress, that’ s the reason why they'reinstalling
computers.
times

GRAMMAR PRACTICE
16. Fill in articleswher e necessary.

Abraham Lincoln sixteenth President of the USA was born‘on
farmin Kentucky on February 12, 1809. Abraham’s father made hisliving by
farming and by working from time to time as carpenter” His mother
died when he was only nine years old.

Lincoln had no more than year's formal education, but in that time he
managed to learn reading, writing and arithmetic.

17. Fill in prepositions.

1875 the French began to raise funds the construction such
astatue. The task proved to be greater than had\been‘expected and the statue was not
completed Paris until July 4, 1884. Meanwhile, an American committee was
raising funds construction of the pedestal. The money was secured
1886. the statue had been dismantled Paris, it was shipped New
Y ork aboard a French ship to be reassembled New Y ork Harbour.

TALKING POINTS

Have you ever been involved in volunteer project work? If yes, then speak about its
peculiarities.
Should studentsbecome moreinvolved in all sorts of community projects?

18. Discussthe following statements.

1. Americalivesin the heart of every man everywhere who wishes to find
a region where he will be free to work out his destiny as he chooses. (Woodrow
Wilson)

2. Americaisanother name for opportunity. (Ralph Waldo Emerson)

3. America was not built on fear. America was built on courage, on
imagination, and unbeatable determination to do the job at hand. (Harry S Truman)
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19. Investigate the influence of various historical events and contexts on the
for mation of the American character and identity. Fill in thetable'.

Historical context Character features

20. Act out the discussion of American beliefs and values
DISCUSSION OF AMERICAN BELIEFS AND VALUES

In the following interview four young Americans are asked what they thinkiabout their own
country, how they fed about being Americans, and what their values aré. As seniors at Casa
Grande High School in Petaluma, California, they all take English literature as one of their
college prep classes. The participants are Shannon Alexander (18), Mark and-Andrew Ferguson
(17), and Mike McKay (18).

Section 1

INTERVIEW E R: The traditional. American value system has included
preaching hard work and worshipping the dollar. It has been part of the American
Dream that if you only work hard enough;, you can make it. Do you think these
values are still important? Andrew.

A N D R E W: | think they really‘are!' | think they are redly valid in America
of nowadays because it’ s really coming back in on the media, TV, newspapers about
people who are successes from hardiwork. And really that’s all we are treated with all
our life. And | think anyone, anyone at al, could make it realy big, if they just tried
really hard, no matter what.sl don’t think it really matters about their background.
And | think that being a success is really what’'s important in America — that
society realy frownsupon people who don’t make it. So, if you're not a success, if
you're just a medium‘sticcess, you feel — like you're failing. That's my feeling.

INTERYV LEW E R: Mark, you agree with your brother?

M ACR K:No, not redlly. | fedl that hard work till has its value in America but
successyl, think, has a different definition and money isn't really as valuable. | think
that 'success has become more a measure of a person to himself rather than a person
to society and that people don't look down on you if you're happy what you're
doing. And actual money isn’t really as important as it used to be. And people have
found that less money can make you as happy as more money.

INTERVIEW E R: Do you agree, Andrew?

ANDREW: No, | don't agree because how you feel about yourself is
influenced by your society and society does encourage success and does ook down

1Y ou can find asample table in Appendix D.
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on its people who are not successful as far as money goes, and whether or not they
are happy with themselves doesn’t matter.

INTERVIEW ER: Mark.

M A R K: Although that what you are saying is true, | feel that society’s
importance to the individual has lessened, even with our generation, society’s
criticismisn’'t asimportant to people any more. It is more important to people to be happy.

INTERVIEWER: Mike, youwant tojoinin?

M | K E: | kind of feel that the society ideal of success has really been kind of
drifting out. It reached its height with the American yuppie. The yuppie, yot know,
is trying to achieve. Everybody is trying to be alike, and everybody wants to own
aBMW and things like that.

Section 2

INTERVIEWER: Itissometimes said thatiwinning is an American
passion. But in order to succeed you’'ve got to compete. In other'words, rivalry and
not cooperation is the spur to achievement. Thenif this society is a society which
encourages individualism, how do more social values fit in? Mike.

M | K E: | definitely think that winning is an American obsession. Y ou can just
kind of look at what the Vietham War did to us.in the past 20 years. It realy ripped
apart American society. It divided some people. It divided American society. Many
people felt we shouldn’t have been in therefirst place, others felt that while we were
there, we might as well win, others felt'we really should be there trying to save
Vietnam from itself or somethingsto that effect. And it really ripped us apart, and it
is because of the fact, you know, it,was one of the first wars we really didn’t win.
And it was really tough on America.

SHA NN O N: | wanted to say that winning is different things to different
people. And while some people think winning would be becoming a president of amajor
corporation and running a.whole bunch of financial situations, other people think
winning is helping people around them. To the social workers it’s the feeling that
they want to_help,the"poor and they want to help the elderly, and to them that’s
winning. And'it’ s sort of everyone has their own ideals, and some like to help others
and some people don't care about anyone but themsel ves.

I'NTERVIEW E R: What would be winning to you?

SH A N N O N: Winning to me? Well, if | won, which would be becoming
a famous actress, world-famous, that would be my ideal because | love to act
and | aways wanted to be famous, | guess. But | wouldn’t forget the people around
me and | would never do any dirty tricks to get ahead. I'd still be conscious of the
society around me.

INTERVIEW E R: Andrew.

A N D R E W: | think most people are like that. And, they want to win without
really hurting anyone else. However, | think that the bottom line is that there are
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winners and there are losers, and everybody would rather really be a winner and that
somebody else be the loser. And, | guess that is the sort of attitude | have. But I'd
never want to tread over anyone else, of course.

Section 3

INTERVIEWER: One feature that has often been associated with the
American dream is the desire to be well-liked. Do you till subscribe to thisidea?Mark.

M A R K: No, not very much, though, on a socia level therefare till many
people who have to be well-liked. It's part of their personalities. Andithey like to
form into different groups where they all dress the same and talk the sameBut alot
of people like ourselves don't conform to this value at all. So we have much fewer
friends but a much more honest relationship. And being welliked\is very important
because it can be very hard to have people not like you or just think you're very
strange or something. But it’s more important to be more honest with yourself.

INTERVIEWER: Andrew.

A N D R E W: There are alot of people-at this school who are, | think, really
fairly phoney. They do things they do not really want to. They dress in a way they
do not redly want to just because their group is deing it and they want to fit in. And none
of usfour really were ever like that. So we'can't really get into that kind of mind.

SHA NN O N: Um, | had two things to'say, one about what they were speaking
of. | did go through a phase, | guess, from 8th to 10th grade, where it was important for
me to be well-liked and | did dress like.my.friends and tak like my friends. But then |
just felt so out of place because’l have.my own ideas and I’ ve been raised al my lifeto
think the way | wanted to think.’/And now | live adifferent sort of life. | have people | act
with and people that | talk with and | redly enjoy my A.P. class because the people there
redly think. And that’s the lifel like to live. Not just, you know, have everyone like you
for stupid reasons hut/because you respect each other. | think it's a goal that a lot of
people have, tohave arespect of other people, and that's the kind of liking that people
want. They want people to respect them and to listen to what they have to say.

IN TERVITEW E R: Mike.

M_I K\E: Whether someone agrees with you or not isn’t really necessarily the
most important matter. The most important matter is respect.

INTERVIEWER: Andrew.

A N D R E W: Respect is so important. | think I’d much rather be respected for
my opinion to being myself than just being liked.

Section 4

INTERVIEWER: The famous quote from the Declaration of
Independence that this country grants equal opportunities for all — isthat still valid?
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To what extent does a certain ethnic background or a certain family background help
to predetermine future chancesin life? Mark.

M A R K: | feel that rich people have much more of an opportunity than the
poor people. The poor people can succeed but they need luck and there is no
guarantee that goes with it. The rich people, they have a lot more leeway in what
goesintheir lives. They start out a step up.

SHA NN O N: A lot depends on the type of family background you have and
the type of parents you have and if they promote thinking and if they bring different
views to you. And I’ve known many friends that ... these views they have are"so
rigid and they refuse to think and they refuse to understand what other people have
to say because their parents said well thisis how it is, and this is the way we think.
| feel lucky my parents have always told me the way many people thought and'I> was
given opportunity to choose. And that’s important too.

INTERVIEW ER: Mike.

M | K E: Under the law there is equal opportunity in‘the United States, more
than there ever was before.

INTERVIEW E R: Andrew.

A NDREW: Yes, but in reality you aso get‘to’be aware of schooling. Many
poor people, generally blacks in Slum areas, go to schoolsiand they have to work and
drop out of school by 10th grade and they will never finish high school and without
a high school diplomayou cannot makeit in America, et least it'salmost impossible.

INTERVIEW E R: Mike.

M | K E: It takes a lot more drive to succeed if you're black or if you're shall
we say just kind of less advantaged.

PROJECT WORK

Conduct a survey on thewalues of Belarusian young people.
Prepare a talk-show based on the facts of your survey in the way given above.



IX THE AMERICAN IDEA

LEAD-IN

Do you know what the phrase “the American idea” means?

Would you liketo learn mor e facts about it?

Do you know anything about Thomas Jefferson and about his role in the
formulation of the American | dea?

LISTENING

1. “ Listen to thetext and match the numberswith the letters.

1) The unalienablerightsare ... a) fighting for avery tough idea.
2)It is the cdl from Thomas b) learn to'gover themselves.
Jefferson ... ¢) born of,anddea.
3) To survive, the first emigrants d)cthat the Americans now celebrate.
hadto ... e) life, liberty and the pursuit of
4) The new Americans were tough happiness.
men ...

5) Americans are anation ...

READING
2. Read thetext and answer the questions after it.

The idea was there,at the very beginning, well before Thomas Jefferson put it
into words — andithe idea rang the call.

Jefferson himsdlf could not have imagined the reach of his call across the world
in time to.come when he wrote:

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they
are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights, that among these are
life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.”

But over the next two centuries the call would reach the potato patches of
Ireland, the ghettoes of Europe, the paddy fields of China, stirring farmers to leave
their lands and townsmen their trades and thus unsettling all traditional civilizations.

It is the call from Thomas Jefferson, embodied in the great statue that looks
down the Narrows of New Y ork Harbor, and in the immigrants who answered the
call, that we now celebrate.

Some of the first European Americans had come to the new continent to
worship God in their own way, others to seek Their fortunes. But, over a century-
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and-a-half, the new world changed those Europeans, above all the Englishmen who
had come to North America. Neither King nor Court nor Church could stretch over
the ocean to the wild continent. To survive, the first emigrants had to learn to govern
themselves. But the freedom of the wilderness whetted their appetites for more
freedoms. By the time Jefferson drafted his call, men were in the field fighting for
those new-learned freedoms, killing and being killed by English soldiers, the best-
trained troops in the world, supplied by the world’s greatest navy. Only something
worth dying for could unite American volunteers and keep them in the field —
astated cause, aflag, anation they could cal their own.

When, on the Fourth of July, 1776, the colonial leaders who had been meeting
as a Continental Congress in Philadelphia voted to approve Jefferson’s Declaration
of Independence, it was not puffed-up rhetoric for them to pledge to each other* our
lives, our fortunes and our sacred honor.” Unless their new “United States of
America’ won the war, the Congressmen would be judged traitors as relentlessly as
would theirregulars-under-armsin the field. And all knew.what English law allowed
in the case of a traitor. The victim could be partly strangled-, drawn, or
disemboweled, while still alive, his entrails then burned and his body quartered. The
new Americans were tough men fighting for a very‘tough idea. How they won their
battles is a story for the schoolbooks, studied byascholars, wrapped in myths by
historians and poets. But what is most important is the story of the idea that made
them into a nation, the idea that had an explosive power undreamed of in 1776.All
other nations had come into being amongpeople whose families had lived for time
out of mind on the same land where they were born. Englishmen are English,
Frenchmen are French, Chinese are Chinese, while their governments come and go;
their national states can be torn apartiand remade without losing their nationhood.
But Americans are a nation born of, an idea; not the place, but the idea, created the
United States Government. Theistory we celebrate this weekend is the story of how
this idea worked itself out, how it'stretched and changed and how the call for “life,
liberty and the pursuit| of ‘happiness’ does till, as it did in the beginning, mean
different things to different.people ...

(By Theodre H. White,
the Pulitzer Prize-winning author and journalist)

1., Who was the author of The American |dea?
a) Abraham Lincoln
b) Thomas Jefferson
¢) the American volunteers
2. Who came first to the new continent to worship God in their own way?
a) thelndians
b) Afro-Americans
c) some of thefirst European Americans
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3. What did the first emigrants have to do?
a) tolearnto governthemselves
b) to kill somebody
¢) tolearntofind food
4. What did the English do with the traitors?
a) the victims were disesmboweled while still aive, the entrails then burned
and the body quartered
b) thevictims could be partly strangled and drawn
c) al of the above
5. What did the Americans want?
a) tokill al their enemies
b) to createthe Disney Land
c) to create the United States Government

VOCABULARY PRACTICE
3. Read the newspaper review of a film and try to.explaintheidiomsin bold.
TUMBLE

James Reed's classic production, starring Chuck
Williams, Jay Johnson and Glenda Moore, tells the tale of a
man whorisesito (1) the top of the ladder, before ending up
as a (2) down-and-out begging for money and (3) living
rough on the streets of New Y ork.

At the beginning of the story, we meet Charlie Renton
(Chuck Williams) who is (4) as poor as a church mouse
and lives in a tiny basement flat in Brooklyn. By luck, he
manages to get a job with a big exporting company, and so
begins his rapid rise (5) from ragsto riches.

Quickly, the (6) up-and-coming young businessman
becomes the company director’s (7) right hand man and miraculously helps the
firm(to.double its profits in just one year. Then, following the retirement of his
superior (Jay Johnson), Charlie finds himself (8) calling the shotsin the company.

For a while, everything seems fine: Charlie marries Charlene (Glenda Moore),
moves into a fantastic house and joins (9) the jet set with their extravagant parties,
exclusive country clubs and flashy sports cars. Unfortunately, it is at this point that
his dide down (10) the dlippery slope towards self-destruction begins.

Tumble is a magnificently directed study of human behaviour with a highly
talented cast. Be prepared for some tear-jerking scenes, but don’t missit.
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4, Match theitemswith the idioms from the text above

a) The highest position in one’s profession;

b) from being very poor to being very rich;

¢) sththat isdifficult to stop once it has begun and which usually ends badly;
d) close and trusted assistant;

€) to make theimportant decisions;

f) group of rich and fashionable people who are interested in enjoyment;

0) likely to become successful;

h) person with no job or home;

j) tolive under unpleasant conditions;

k) extremely poor.

5. Fill in the gaps with phrasesfrom thelist:

Poor as a church mouse, jet set, calling the shots, right hand man, up-and-coming.

1. | couldn’t manage at work without Baxter — he'symy
2. Now that the director has retired, FredyMartin will be taklng over and

3. Sven can't even afford to buy a busticket— he’'sas

4. No wonder Carlos is regarded as‘the best artist — his paintings are
fantastic!
5. Now that his business isssuccessful, Errol has joined the ; he's

bought housesin France and Tahiti.

6. Fill in the gaps with phrasesfrom thelist:
The dippery dope, fromrags to riches, down-and-out, lives rough, the top of the ladder.

John came from a poor family in South Washington, but thanks to his shrewd
business ssense ‘he went (1) and became a very successful stockbroker.
Unfortunately; while he was at (2) he started drinking heavily and thus
began'his descent down (3) towards homelessness and poverty.

Today John (4) in the doorways and alley-ways of central Washington.
Littlexdid he know, at the peak of his career, that he would end up a (5)
even poorer than he had been before.

TALKING POINTS
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What do you think of the American Idea?

Do you think Thomas Jeffer son wasright?

What isyour attitude towards the punishment of the traitors by the British? Do you
think it was savage? Why?

Would you like to live in a country with savage laws like those of the early United
States? Why?

An important component of American culture is the American Dream: the idea
that, through hard work, courage, and self-deter mination, regardless of social class,
a person can gain a better life. Do you believe in yourself and that you can achieve
desired resultsin studies and professional career through hard work?

7. Scan the text about the famous American actor and the governoryof ‘€alifornia
Arnold Schwar zenegger. Find out the following:

ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER

What was his dream when he was ten?

What was his dream when he was a small boy?
What's hisidea of the way how to achieve success?
What is Californiato him?

What's hislife philosophy?

| was born in alittle Austrian town, outside Graz. It was a 300-year-old house.
When | was ten years old, |_had the.dream of being the best in the world in
something. When | was fifteen/ | had a‘dream that | wanted to be the best body
builder in the world and the most muscular man. It was not only a dream | dreamed
at night. It was also a daydream. It was so much in my mind that | felt it had to
become a redlity. It toek mefive years of hard work. Five years later, | turned this
dream into reality and,became Mr. Universe, the best-built man in the world.
. : “Winning” is a very important word. There is one
f:} N @‘1 that achieves what he wanted to achieve and there are
= A -+ hundreds of thousands that failed. It singles you out: the
f winner.
| came out second three times, but that is not
what | call losing. The bottom line for me was. Arnold
has to be the winner. | have to win more often the Mr.
Universe t|tlethan anybody else. | won it five times consecutively. | hold the record
as Mr. Olympia, the top professiona body-building championship. | won it six
times. That's why | retired. There was nobody even close to me. Everybody gave up
competing against me. That'swhat | call awinner.
When | was a small boy, my dream was nhot to be big physically, but big in way
that everybody listens to me when | talk, that I'm a very important person, that

80



people recognize me and see me as something special. | had a big need for being
singled out.

Also my dream was to end up in America. It is the country where you can turn
your dream into reality. Other countries don’t have those things. When | came over
here to America, | felt | was in heaven. In America, we don't have an obstacle.
Nobody’ s holding you back.

Number One in America pretty much takes care of the rest of the world. You
kind of run through the rest of the world like nothing. I’'m trying to make peogple in
America aware that they should appreciate what they have here. Y ou havethe best
tax advantages here and the best prices here and the best products here.

One of the things | always had was a business mind. When | was in highischool,
a majority of my classes were business classes. Economics and accounting and
mathematics. When | came over here to this country, | realy did't speak English
amost at al. | learned English and then started taking business courses;, because
that's what America is best known for: business. Turning/ne dollar into a million
dollarsin a short period of time. Also when you make money,show do you keep it?

That’s one of the most important things when you have.money in your hand,
how can you keep it? Or make more out of it? Real‘estate is one of the best ways of
doing that. I own apartment buildings, office buildings,sand raw land. That's my
love, real estate.

| have emotions. But what you do, you kéep them cold or you store them away
for atime. Y ou must control your emotions, you must have command over yourself.

Sport is one of those activities where you really have to concentrate. You must
pay attention a hundred percent to the particular thing you' re doing. There must be
nothing else on your mind. Emotions must not interfere. Otherwise, you're thinking
about your girlfriend. You're inlove, your positive energies get channeled into
another direction rather than going into your weight room or making money. You
have to choose at a very early. date what you want: anormal life or to achieve things
you want to achieve. | inever, wanted to win a popularity contest in doing things the
way people want me'to do‘it. | went the road | thought was best for me. A few
people thought | was cold, selfish. Later they found out that’s not the case. After
| achieve my goal;,| can be Mr. Nice Guy. Y ou know what | mean?

Californiais to'me a dreamland. It is the absolute combination of everything
| was always looking for. It has all the money in the world there, show business
there, wonderful weather there, beautiful country, ocean is there. Snow skiing in the
winter, you can go in the desert the same day. You have beautiful-looking people
there, They all have atan.

| believe very strongly in the philosophy of staying hungry. If you have a dream
and it becomes a redlity, don't stay satisfied with it too long. Make up a new dream
and hunt after that one and turn it into reality. When you have that dream achieved,
make up a new dream.

| am a strong believer in Western philosophy, the philosophy of success, of
progress, of getting rich. The Eastern philosophy is passive, which | believe in
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maybe three percent of the times, and the ninety-seven percent is Western,
conquering and going on. It's a beautiful philosophy, and America should keep it up.

8. Comment on Arnold Schwar zenegger’sidea of prosperity.

9. Answer the questions.
Do you have your cherished dream®? Are you ready to concentratévon. it \and
achieveit by all means?

1Y ou dream about sth. when you are asleep; you dream of being sth. / doing sth. = imagine.
82



X MELTING POT OR SALAD BOWL?
LEAD-IN

Definetheword “immigration” ?

What do you know about immigration in the USA?

Isit truethat most moder n immigrants are motivated to
relocate far from their original homes by the desireto
improvetheir economic situation?

What reasons of immigration can you name?

LISTENING COMPREHENSION

1. “ For questions 1—9, choose the answer (a, b, c or 'd) which you think
fits best according to thetext. Then listen to the text and seeif you wereright.

1. When did Israel Zangwill write his play “Thé Melting P6t”'?
a) 1891
b) 1908
c) 1809
d) 1989
2. The hero, arefugee from persecution in Czarist Russia, escapesto .
a) The United States
b) Canada
c) Africa
d) Australia
3. What was Zangwill's play?
a) A success
b) A failure
¢) Uncertainty
d) Degeneration
4. What did Israel Zangwill call the United States?
a)” Avegetable plate
b) A salad bowl
¢) A melting pot
d) A non-stick saucepan

! Mélting pot — mumaBmbHELA KoTen (MeTadopa, IpHMeHseMas 1T 00BICHEH s (OPME-

POBaHUsI MHOTOHAIIMOHAIBHBIX OOIIECTB, B KOTOPBIX «CILIABIISIOTCS» PA3INYHbIC HAMOHAJIBHBIE
KyJIbTYpBI; BIIEpBble Oblia ymoTpeOieHa Opwuranckum mucatenem WM. 3anrywmsiom (Israel
Zangwill) B 1908 r. B 0IHOMMEHHOM TTbeCe M0 OTHOLICHUIO K AMEPHKAHCKOMY OOIIIECTBY; MPE/oJia-
raeT BO3HUKHOBEHHE €IMHOM OOIIIei KYIbTYPhI, CTHPaHNE HALMOHAIBHBIX Pa3IndHmii).
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5. What did it turn out to be?
a) A vegetableplate
b) A salad bowl
¢) A melting pot
d) A frying pan
6. from different immigrant backgrounds do mix together in time.
a) Chinese
b) Americans
¢) Russians
d) German
7. Who had been brought to Californiato build the railroads?
a) English workers
b) American workers
¢) Chinese workers
d) Japanese workers
8. How long did the ban against Chinese immigration last?
a) Until after the Second World War
b) Until the Second World War
c) Before 1990
d) Itdidn'tlast
9. When was a special system designed toreduce immigration from southern
and eastern Europe?
a) 1925
b) 1924
c) 1926
d) 1913
10. 87 percent of theimmigration permits went to immigrants from
a) Britain, Germany
b) Ireland
¢) Scandinavia
d) all'of theabove

READING
2. Read thetext. Agree or disagree with the statements bel ow.
MELTING POT OR SALAD BOWL?
In 1908 Israel Zangwill wrote a play, The Melting Pot. The hero, arefugee from

persecution in Czarist Russia, escapes to the United States. In the final scene he
speaks with enthusiasm about the mixture of peoplesin his new homeland:
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"Americais God's Crucible, the great Melting Pot where all the races of Europe
are melting and reforming! ... Here you stand in your fifty groups with fifty
languages and histories, and your fifty blood hatreds and rivalries, but you won't be
like that for long, brothers, for these are the fires of God you’ve come to — these are
fires of God. ...German and Frenchman, Irishman and Englishman, Jews and
Russians — into the Crucible with you all! God is making the American. ... He will
be the fusion of all races, the coming superman.”

Zangwill’s play was a great success. This was perhaps because many .in the
audiences who came to see found its message reassuring. At time when poor and
uneducated immigrants from Europe were flooding into the United States in
millions, it was comforting for Americans to be told that their country coulditurn the
newcomers into Americans like themselves.

In fact this never really happened, at least not completely. The United states turn
out to be more of a salad bowl than a melting pot. Groups from similar, national and
ethnic backgrounds often stayed together keeping alive their old customs. They lived
in “Chinatowns” or in “Little Italys’, areas populated almest<entirely by Americans
of similar ethnic origins. Such districts can till be found in many,large American cities.

Americans from different immigrant backgreunds,do mix together in time. It
has been estimated, for example, that about 80 percent ofthe great-grandchildren of
early-twentieth-century European immigrants marry. outside their own ethnic groups.
Y et such third generation Americans often cling withipride to important elements of
their ethnic heritage. So do many Americans whose immigrant origins are even
further in the past.

Such accusations were not new. Inthe 1860s, Chinese workers had been
brought to California to build the railroads. The fact that Chinese laborers were
willing to work for less pay caused American workersto didike them. They felt threatened
by these people with a differentilanguage and a different racial appearance. Chinese
communities in the West were attacked and their buildings were burned down.
Henry Sienkievich, avisitorfrom Poland, described a scene he witnessed in 1876.

“l was in San/Franciseo the night a massacre of the Chinese was expected.
By the light streaming from burning buildings along the coast marched huge, menacing
crowds of workers; carrying banners bearing such inscriptions as the following: “Self
preservation isithe first law of nature.”...Order was at last restored, but only after the
railroads/ which that had provoked the disturbances by reducing the wages of white men,
agreed not to reduce wages and dismiss their Chinese employees.”

In 1882 the strength of anti-Chinese feeling caused Congress to ban most
Chinese immigration. Japanese and other Asian immigrants were refused entry as
well and by 1924 no Asian immigrants were permitted into the United States. The
ban lasted until after the Second World War.

In the 1920s Congress passed laws to limit al kinds of immigration. The one which
had most effect was the Reed-Johnson Immigration Act of 1924. This law was an
answer to the fears and the prejudices of Americans who were descendants of earlier north
European immigrants. It said that in the future no more than 150,000 immigrants
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a year would be let into the United States. Each country which sent immigrants was
given a ‘quota’ which was based on the number of its people already living in the
United States. The more it had there aready, the more new immigrants it would be
allowed to send.

The 1924 system was designed mainly to reduce immigration from southern and
eastern Europe. Once it began, 87 percent of the immigration permits went to
immigrants from Britain, Ireland, Germany and Scandinavia — the countries from
which the ancestors of most 1920s Americans had come.

The 1924 Immigration Act marked the end of one of the most important
population movements in the history of the world.

1. The United States turned out to be less of a salad bowl more of amelting pot.

2. About 80 percent of the great-grandchildren of early-twentieth-century
European immigrants marry outside their own ethnic groups.

3. In 1882 the strength of anti-Chinese feeling caused Congress to ban most
Chinese immigration.

4. American workers felt threatened by these people with a different language
and a different racial appearance.

5. The 1924 system was designed mainlysto raise immigration from southern
and eastern Europe.

6. By 1900 the USwasthe richest and magt productive industria country in the world.

7. Many people lived in cities, for growing industrial centers like Pittsburg and
New Y ork needed more and more workers.

8. Theworkers’ homes were dirty. and overcrowded slums.

9. Wages were often high:

10. In 1900 the highest industrial workers were paid nine dollars for working
fifty-nine hours a week.

11. Forty six men were killed in 1906-by burns, explosions, electric shocks,
suffocation, falling objectsor by being crushed.

12. The attempts.of trade labor unions to improve the conditions of their lives
were successful.

8. Complete the sentences accor ding to the text.

1. Americais God's Crucible, the great Melting Pot where .

2. Americans from different immigrant backgrounds .

3. Thefact that Chinese laborers were willing .

4. Once it began, 87 percent of the immigration permits went to immigrants

5. The 1924 Immigration Act marked .
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4. Fill in the gaps with words and phrases from the list.
Society, salad bowl, immigrants, melting pot, pluralism, harmony.

Some have described the United States as a (1) in which (2)
eventually assimilate into a unified American culture that incorporates contributions
from immigrant cultures. A more recently proposed model is that of the (3) ,
in which immigrant cultures retain some of the unique characteristics of their culture
without merging into a completely unified American culture. Modern American

sociologists tend to view (4) , rather than assimilation, as the way for
American society to achieve ethnic and racia (5) and state that the workings
of pluralism are visible within modern American (6) , disregarding'the idea of

the melting pot.

5. Find the nationalities of those people who have been immigrating to the USA.

E|{T|I|R|I|S|H|K|A|L|O|B|U|CT|S
I |G|IE|R|IM|A|N|S|IH|A|G|Y|R|H|B
DIH|S|YI M|E|X|I |C|AIN|S|L|Y|U
WIL|O|C|I [N|ID|I |AIN[S[K|[G|NA
O/B|E|L|G|I|A|NJS|W|J|F|U|ID|C
FIJIP|OIR|T|UfG|UJE|S|E|Y|R|L
T|IC|A|[N|A|DgyINAIN|S|D|K|A|U|K
KIBIR|IT'|TEIWS|HID|X|H|J|T|U|L
GIUIC|H|ININ|E|S|E|F|J|R|N|E|T
E|T|INO|IR|W|E|G|I|A|N|S|K|O
M|S|CIAN[D|IT|[N|JA[V|I|A|IN|S|P

VOCABULARY PRACTICE
6. Findithewordsin the text according to the definitions.

1. Toalow smb. to do smth. or to allow smth. to happen.

2, The circumstances or past events which help explain why smth. is how it is;
information about it.

3. A very strong feeling of dislike for smb. or smth.

4. A state in which two people, companies, etc. are competing for the
same thing.
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7. Choose aword from thelist to put into each gap.

Do mix, felt, stayed, were refused, were permitted, has been estimated, be found,
to reduce.

1. Groups from similar national and ethnic backgrounds often together,
keeping alive their old customs.

2. Such districts can till in many large American Cities.

3. Americans from different immigrant backgrounds togetherintime,

4. They threatened by these people with a different Janguage and
a different racial appearance.

5. Japanese and other Asian immigrants entry as wellsand by, 1924 no
Asian immigrants into The US.

6. The 1924 system was designed mainly immigration‘from southern

and eastern Europe.

8. Match thewords of the two columns to make up wor d.eombinations.

1) Great a) “immigrants
2) ethnic b)\crowds

3) old c) bowl

4) final d) pot

5) uneducated €) success

6) menacing f) customs
7) sdad g) scene

8) melting g) heritage

9. Supply the missing wor ds to complete the sentences.

Here you in your fifty groups with your fifty languages and histories.
The USA.turned out to be more of a salad bowl than a

Americans from different immigrant backgrounds do together in time.
In the 1920s Congress passed laws to al kind of immigrations.

The 1924 immigration Act the end of one of the most important
populatlon movementsin the history of the world.

atalds

GRAMMAR PRACTICE
10. Put in the correct prepositions or adverbs.

1. A refugee persecution.
2. The United States turned to be more of a salad bowl.
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3. Oftencling pride.

4. Willing to work less pay.

5. Their buildings were burned .

6. Thelight streaming burning buildings.

7. Provoked the disturbances reducing the wages.
8. Which was based the number of its people.

9. The ancestors most 1920s Americans had come.
1

0. 87 percent the immigration permits.

11. Fill in the correct article where necessary.

1. Americais God's Crucible, great Melting Pot where all races
of Europe are melting and reforming!

2. United states turn out to be more of salad bowlsthan
melting pot.

3. Henry Sienkievich, __ visitor from __ Poland, described __ scene he
witnessed in 1876.

4, ‘'l was in San Francisco night massacre of
Chinese was expected.

5. Thislaw was answer to fearsand prejudices of Americans
who were descendants of earlier north.Eurgpean immigrants.

12. Complete the sentences using/the appropriate derivatives of the words given
in brackets.

1. Inthe final scene he speaks with enthusiasm about the (mix) of peoplesin his
new homeland.

2. This was perhaps because many in the audiences who came to see found its
message (reassure).

3. Groups from similar national and ethnic backgrounds often stayed together
keeping alive their old.(identify) and many of their old customs.

4. Such(accuse) were not new.

5. Thefactythat Chinese (labor) were willing to work for less pay caused
Americanworkers to dislike them.

6. Thislaw was an answer to the fears and the prejudices of Americans who
were (descend) of earlier north European immigrants.

7 Thehero, arefugee from (persecute) in Czarist Russia, escgpesto the United States.

13. Spot an error in each sentence and write down the correct sentence.

1. Thehero, arefugee of persecution in Czarist Russia, escapes to the USA.
2. Immigrants from Europe flooding of the U.S. in millions.
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3. Chinese workers had been brought in Californiato build the railroads.
4. “Quota’ was based from the number of people already livingin the U.S.

TALKING POINTS

14. Write 5 questions about the facts mentioned in the text that you find intefesting
and discussthem in class.

15. Do you agree or disagree with the statements below? Discuss your answers with
other students.

1. 1 would like to move to another country if | could haveabetterlife there.

2. Foreigners from around the world are welcomeddin my country.

3. My family would not object if | chose t0. marry, someone of another
nationality/race.

4. It isimportant to maintain your own lahguage and cultural identity even if
you have left your country.

5. People are basically the same all overstheworld.



XI'lFYOU'RE BLACK...

LEAD-IN

What do you know about racial injusticein the United
States of America?

Do you know when the Black Americans got their
independence?

Do you know who was the most prominent leader of the
civil rights movement?

READING

1. Read the text and pick out the sentences illustratingsthe fact that the Black
Americans are at the bottom of the social ladder. What sentence.(or paragraph)
expresses the negative attitude of the author to the diserimination of the Negroes
most vividly?

IFYOU ARE BLACK, STAY BACK

Every Negro ghetto in Americais different.

In Atlanta on a soft evening, everyone'sits,out on the porches of the houses and
on the stoops. In Los Angeles, the Negro,slum sprawls like everything else. The
only obvious thing about it is that the streets, like the streets of the poor everywhere,
are badly paved. It takes a little while todearn that the innocent, individual houses
are often as rotten as any tenement. In Chicago, on the South Side, there is the
unmistakable feding of the great metropolitan® ghetto; high buildings, and on the fringes,
a sense of tension in one of the most explosive racial situationsin the country.

Harlem? is differént.«it is not the solidest or the best organized Negro
community, but Harlem is.the Negro capital, much as New York is an unofficial
American capital. It is big and teeming.

Yet Harlem'is essentially the same as any other Negro ghetto. It exists in the
midst of a city, where liberal rhetoric is required for election to practically every
public office There is no legal segregation; there are a Fair Employment Practices Law,
aState Commission Against Discrimination, etc. And yet the white man is still way
ahead, and in this Harlem is like any community of Negroes in the United States.

To livein Harlem isto be a Negro; to be a Negro is to participate in a culture of
poverty and fear that goes far deeper than any law for or against discrimination. In
this sense Harlem could well be awarning: that after the racist statutes are al struck
down, after legal equality has been achieved in the schools and in the courts, there

! Metropolitan — crommumbIii.
2 Harlem — Tapiiem (Xapiem), HerputsiHCKuit kBaptan r. Hero-Hopka, Ha 0. MaHxatTa.
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remains the profound institutionalized wrong that white America has worked on the
Negro for so long.

Harlem has a discriminatory economy, a discriminatory psychology, a discriminatory
society. It watches all the wonderful movies about America with a certain bitter
cynicism.

Negro poverty is unique in every way. It grows out of along American history,
and it expressesitself in a subculture that is built up on an interlocking base of economic
and racia injustice. It isafact imposed from without, from white America.

If the population density in some of Harlem's worst blocks obtained in the rest
of New York City, the entire population of the United States could fit into three of

New Y ork’s boroughs'.
(From The Other America’by M. Harrington)

2. Answer the questions.

1. What do the Negro ghettos look like in America?

2. What is characteristic of Harlem?

3. Why is Harlem called the Negro capital?

4. Why does Harlem watch wonderfulsmovies about America with a certain
bitter cynicism?

5. In what case could the entire population of the United States fit into three of
New Y ork’s boroughs?

3. Summarize the contentsof thetext using these questions as an outline.

LISTENING

4. “ Listentto Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s speech and match parts of the
sentences.

1) | am happy to join withyoutoday @) life, liberty, and the pursuit of
in . happiness
2) Five score years ago, a great  b) “insufficient funds’

American . ¢) signed the Emancipation Proclamation.
3) But one hundred years later, we  d) the Negroisstill not free

must face thetragic fact that . €) the greatest demongtration for freedom
4) This note was a promise that all in the history of our nation

men would be guaranteed the f) there is an invigorating autumn of

inalienable rights of . freedom and equality

! Borough (amep.) — oaus 13 msti paiioros Hero-Mopka.
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5) America has given the Negro @) the Negro is granted his citizenship
people a bad check which has rights

come back marked . h) the sunlit path of racia justice

6) Now isthetimeto rise fromthe ) gan lodging in the motels of the
dark and desolate valley of highways and the hotels of the cities
segregation to . k) let freedom ring

7) This sweltering summer of the ) the American dream
Negro's legitimate discontent m) by the content of their character

will not pass until . n) fromasmaller ghetto to alarger one
8) There will be neither rest nor p) that al men are created equal”
tranquility in Americauntil . g) into an oasis of freedom andjustice

9) We can never be satisfied as long
as our bodies, heavy with the
fatigue of travel, cannot :

10) We cannot be satisfied as long

as the Negro’'s basic mobility is

11) It is a dream deeply rooted in

12) “We hold these truths to be
self-evident: .

13) | have a dream that one day
even the state of Mississippi, a
desert state, sweltering with'the
heat of injustice and oppressian,
will be transformed

14) | have a dream that 'my four
childrenwill oneday liveinanation
where they will notsbe judged by
the color ofstheir skin but .

15) From every mountainside .

READING
5/Read thetext, and answer the questions.
| HAVE A DREAM

Martin Luther King (1929—1968), a Baptist minister, was the outstanding leader of the
nonviolent Civil Rights Movement in the 1950s and 1960s. On August 28, 1963, he led the
“March on Washington”, which culminated in the meeting of 200,000 people in front of the
Lincoln Memoriad. Commemorating the Emancipation Proclamation, King reminded his
audience in a carefully prepared speech that even 100 years after Abraham Lincoln had declared
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the daves free, the black people were far from being free but found themselves segregated,
discriminated against and impoverished within American society. Halfway through his speech,
he was carried away by the enthusiastic reaction of the crowd and, drawing on his experience as
aminister, began to improvise. This part of his speech is covered by the following text.

| say to you today, my friends, even though we face the difficulties of today and
tomorrow, | still have adream. It is| a dream deeply rooted in the American dream.

| have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and live out the true meaning
of its creed: “We hold these truths to be self-evident; that all men are created.equal .

| have a dream that one day even the state of Mississippi, a state sweltering with
the heat of injustice, sweltering with the heat of oppression, will be transformed’into
an oasis of freedom and justice.

| have a dream that my four little children will one day livelin a nation where
they will not be judged by the color of their skin but by the content of their character.

| have a dream today.

| have a dream that one day down in Alabama with its'icious racists, with its
governor having his lips dripping with the words of interposition and nullificationl,
one day right there in Alabama little black boys and black’girls will be able to join
hands with little white boys and white girls as sistersiand brothers.

| have a dreamitoday.

| have a.dream that one day every valley shall be
exalted, .everyshill and mountain shall be made low,
the rough places will be made plains, and the crooked
placeswillzbe made straight, and the glory of the Lord
shall berevealed, and all flesh shall seeit together.

This is our hope. This is the faith that | go back
- » toithe South with. With this faith we will be able to

Martin Luther King at the he_w 0L_1t of the m_ountein of despair astone of hope. With

Lincoln Memofial this faith we will be able to transform the jangling

discords of our nation into a beautiful symphony of

brotherhood. With this faith we will be able to work together, to pray together, to

struggle together, to go to jail together, to stand up for freedom together, knowing
that we will befree one day.

Thiswill, be the day when all of God’s children will be able to sing with new
meaning, “My country ‘tis of thee, sweet land of liberty, of thee | sing. Land where
my fathers died, land of pilgrims’ pride, from every mountainside, let freedom ring.”

And if Americais to be a great nation this must become true. So let freedom
ring from the prodigious hilltops of New Hampshire. Let freedom ring from the
mighty mountains of New Y ork. Let freedom ring from the heightening Alleghenies
of Pennsylvanial

1 . . o o
Nullification oTka3 mrata nmpu3HaTh Ha CBOEH TEPPUTOPHH JICUCTBHE 3aKOHA, IPHHSTOTO
JUTS BCETO TOCY/apCTBa.
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Let freedom ring from the snowcapped Rockies of Colorado! Let freedom ring
from the curvacious slopes of Californial But not only that; let freedom ring from
Stone Mountain of Georgial Let freedom ring from Lookout Mountain of
Tennessee. Let freedom ring from every hill and mole hill of Mississippi. From
every mountainside, let freedom ring, and when this happens,

When we let freedom ring, when we let it ring from every village and every
hamlet, from every state and every city, we will be able to speed up that day when
all of God's children, black men and white men, Jews and Gentiles, Protestants and
Catholics, will be able to join hands and sing in the words of the old Negro spiritual,
“Free at last! Free at last! Thank God almighty, we are free at last!”

What was M.L.King?

What is he famous for?

What was his famous speech about?

What does the American dream mean to M. L. King?

Ao PE

6. Complete the sentences:

1. | have a dream that one day this nation willsrise up and live out the true

meaning of its .

2. | have adream that my four little children'will not be judged by the of
their but by the content of their .

3. | have a dream that one day even'the state of Mississippi, a state sweltering
with the heat of , Sweltering with the heat of will be transformed into
an .

4. | have adream that oneiday down in Alabama wit its racists, with its
governor having his lips , one day right there in Alabama little black boys and
black girls will be able to join hands with

5. | have a dream that one day every valley shall be , every hill and
mountain shall be , the will be made plains, and the will be made
straight, and the glory-of the Lord shall be , and al flesh shall seeit together.

VOCABULARY AND GRAMMAR PRACTICE

7. Fill in the correct derivatives from the words below.

To move, to organize, treat, to violate, power, necessary, ingtitution, peace.

Martin Luther King, J. emerged as a leader of the American civil rights

(@D} after (2) the famous 1955 bus boycott in Montgomery, Alabama.
Through out his career he pressed for equal (3) and improved circumstances
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for blacks, organizing (4) protests and delivering (5) speeches on the
(6) of eradicating (7) racial inequalities. ”In 1963 King led a (8)
march between the Washington Monument and the Lincoln Memorial, where he
delivered his most famous speech, “1 Have a Dream”.

8. Fill in the correct article.

Martin Luther King (1929—1968), Baptist minister, was
outstanding leader of nonviolent Civil Rights Movement in 1950s'and
1960s. On August 28, 1963, he led “March on Washington”, which culminated
in meeting of 200,000 peoplein front of Lincoln Memorial;

Commemorating Emancipation Proclamation, King reminded his
audience in carefully prepared speech that even 100/years after Abraham
Lincoln had declared daves freg, black people were farfrom being free
but found themselves segregated, discriminated against.and impoverished within
American society. Halfway through his speech, he was carried away by
enthusiastic reaction of crowd and, drawing on his experience as
minister, began to improvise.

READING
9. Read thetext carefully and find.out.how the civil rights movement started.
ROSA PARKS#BUS TO FREEDOM.”

Rosa Parks had worked hard all day at the department store where she was
employed as a seamstress. |Rosa was tired and her shoulders ached. So when the bus
driver told Mrs.Parks,-a black woman, that she must give up her seat to a white
passenger, she didisomething dangerous. Rosa Parks said no.

It was December 1, 1955, and Mrs.Parks was riding a bus in Montgomery,
Alabama.Like many other cities in the South, Montgomery had specia and painful
rules for black people. Black people had to drink from separate water fountains and
eat at separate lunch counters. When black people rode on buses, the bus driver
sometimes made them pay at the front, then climb out and enter again at the rear. If
the front section of the bus filled up, black people sometimes had to give up their
seats in the back to white riders.

But Mrs.Parks refused to do that. The bus drivers wore at her. Then he left the
bus and brought back two police officers. The police officers arrested her and took her
to the city jail. There Mrs.Parks began to pray and to think about why she wasin jail.

Mrs. Parks had known since she was a little girl that Montgomery’s rules for
blacks were wrong. When she married Raymond Parks, she and her husband joined
the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP).
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Rosa Parks is often called the mother of the civil rights movement organization
that was working to change those rules. Mrs.Parks had worked for twelve years
running the office headquarters of the Montgomery branch. One of the ways rules
can be changed is for people to vote for changes. So Mrs.Parks had aso joined the
Montgomery Voters League, which helped black people pass tests they had to take
to be come voters.

But the day ‘Mrs.Parks refused to give up her seat, she wasn't thinking about
the organizations she belonged to or of starting a formal protest against the unfair
rules. Mrs.Parks said no to the bus driver because she was tired .She didn’t know
that her refusal would start arevolution.

Within a few hours, friends had arranged for Mrs.Parks to leave jail by,paying
$100 in bond money and promising that she would show up for a trial. “The next
night, black leader sand some whites met to discuss what had happened., They came
up with a plan to show the city how the black people felt.

On Sunday ministers in black churches al over/Montgomery told their
congregations about Rosa Parks. "Don’t ride the buses on. Monday,” the ministers
urged. Angry for Mrs.Parks, angry for themselves and for their/children, the black
people agreed to stay off the buses.

Most of the passengers who used the Montgomery City Lines were black, soon
Monday many of the buses were aimost empty. Black people found other ways to
travel to jobs and schools. Those who owned'ears gave rides to those who didn't.
Those who had no rides walked.

While the black people of Montgomery. were walking, Mrs.Parks went to court.
The judge said she had disobeyed /the rules of the city and had to pay a fine.
Mrs.Parks's lawyer said Mrs.Parks would not pay the fine. Instead, he would take
her case to the Supreme Court soithat the highest court in the land could decide
whether the rules were just.

Officias in Montgomery. felt'sure the fuss over the buses would end quickly.
They were wrong. On{Monday night the black people of Montgomery attended a
meeting. They heard“ayyoung minister named Dr.Martin Luther King.Jr., urge them
to continue their boycott of the buses. “We are going to keep walking until the bus
company gives usfairtreatment,” said Dr.King.

(By Kathleen Stevens)

10: Read the text about Martin Luther King and do thetasksthat follow.
MARTIN LUTHER KING

Although there were some gains in civil rights in the middle years of this
century blacks felt that their progress was too sdow. Among these was Dr. Martin
Luther King.

In 1955 the Southern custom of segregating blacks at the back of public buses
triggered a widespread protest. Under the leadership of Dr. King, a boycott of all
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city buses was organized in Montgomery, Alabama. Old and young blacks walked
for miles, refusing to ride a bus. As the boycott continued, the bus company suffered
serious financial loss, and so did local merchants, whose black customers had
stopped travelling to their stores.

Finaly the United States Supreme Court settled the issue by ruling that such
segregation violates the Congtitution of the United States. As a result, the bus
company ended its practice of having blacks sit only at the back of a bus. It also
began to hire some blacks as drivers.

After this experience, King and other leaders used non-violent</methods in
various anti-segregation efforts in the South. There were protest marches; the most
impressive of these was a civil rights march in Washington, D.C., in August, 1963,
in which hundreds of thousands of blacks and whites participated.

In 1964 Martin Luther King was greatly honored by being awarded the Nobel
Peace Prize for his contribution to the cause of human rights! On‘April 4, 1972, the
whole country was shocked by the news of his.murder (by,a sniper. He is
remembered and honored by people al over the worldasafighter for human rights.

(From*“ Faces of the USA")

11. Pick out the most important facts of Martin Luther King's life from the following
dialogue.

A: Do you know when Dr. King.received the Nobel Peace Prize?

B: | believeit wasin 1964.

A: Why was he awarded.it?

B: It was obvious at the timeithat he was the most important leader in the non-violent
fight for racia equality.

A: When was he:born, by the way?

B: He was born in'1929.

A: What was hissprofession before he became involved in the fight for racial
equality?

B: He was.a minister and came from a family of ministers. Both his father and
grandfatherwere ministers.

A: When did he first appear on the national scene?

Balt*was around 1956. In that year a black woman named Rosa Parks got on a
bus in Montgomery. In the southern part of the country at that time, all black people
had to sit in the black section at the back of the bus. Rosa Parks was tired from
working al day, and the black section of the bus was full, so she sat in the white
section. The driver stopped the bus and she was arrested. Dr. King was the leader of
aboycott of the busesin Montgomery.

A: Do you know when the federal government passed the Civil Rights Act?

B: It was passed in 1964 and the Voting Rights Act in 1965.
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12. Agreeor disagree with the following statements.

1. M. L.Kingisaleader of the African civil rights movement.

2. Heisfamous for his speech “I have a dream”.

3. Thefamous bus boycott was organized in Montgomery in 1950.
M. L. King was killed in 1968.

The gquote on histomb stoneis from spiritual (religious folk song).

oA o

What happened toM.L. King on April 4, 1968?

13. Find in the text the information about the important dates in thethistory of
Ku-Klux-Klan. Express your opinion on whether the problem of racial inequality
has been solved in the US.

KU-KLUX-KLAN

The organization is related in time to the Civil War between the North and the
South. Originally it was created as a club by afew officers of the Confederate Army
of the South and looked quite innocent. It was organized in 1865. The main purpose
of the Organization was to oppose radica Republican Reconstruction and maintain “white
supremacy”. It spread very fast in the Southern\States and absorbed many smaller
groups of former slave traders. Its practices played upon fears and superstitions of
the Afro-Americans. Their main weapomwasintimidation and murder.

The policy of intimidation was successfulin keeping the Afro-Americans from
the polls and it enabled the ex-confederates to gain political control in many states
despite the disbandment of thel K u-Klux-Klan ordered in 1869.

By the end of the 1860s the Klan had over half a million members, and the acts
of terror and intimidationjit committed numbered millions of the bloodiest crimes.
The local law enforcement  bodies which were to implement the Thirteenth and
Fourteenth Amendments‘to the Constitution by allowing Afro-American to take
their proper place inisociety could not or didn’t want to withstand the pressure of the
former aristocrats.

The Klansmen continued to burn down schools for the Afro-Americans, and
theirsfarms’if they were prosperous. These atrocities attained their aims at the time:
the former dlaves were often kept from voting and education. They remained entirely
at the mercy of their former masters and were forced back into peonage which was
no better than slavery.

The NAACP made a study of lynching which it issued in 1919. It was entitled
“Thirty Years of Lynching in the United States, 1889—1918" and listed 3,324
lynchings. Sixty-one of those victims were women.

Lynching and genera terrorism prompted redoubled frantic attempts of the
Afro-Americans to escape by fleeing Northward. So, by 1930 the proportion of
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Afro-Americans in the North increased by 63.6% and at the same time in the South
by only 5% and this brought quite a number of problems.

After World War |l attempts at reviving the KKK failed when state after state
specifically barred the organization.

Eventually al of this persecution, pillage, and intimidation, led to the civil-
rights movement of the 1950s and 1960s and the adoption of a number of important
acts condemning racism and providing civil rightsto all American people.

There still exist local organizations of the Klan. Its members meet in secret and
wear long white clothes and long pointed hatsto disguise’ themselves.

In the 80s struggles for “ Affirmative Action” have become crucial. “ Affirmative
Action” is defined as “termination of a discriminatory practice, adoptedito correct...
for past or present discrimination”... These struggles have acquired a broader sense
and affirmative action is identified as a form of sustained and comprehensive efforts
to achieve full and unconditional equality for al members of /society, irrespective of
race, color, sex, or religion.

14. Answer the questions.

Name the leader of the civil rights movement.
Due to whom the bus boycott was Started?
What was the purpose of the Ki-Klux=Klan?
What did the Klansmen do?

When was the KKK organization barred?

Do local organizations'of the Klan still exist?

ok wWNE

TALKING POINTS

What do yourthink about M.L. King, R. Parks, Ku-Klux-Klan

Imagine that you are an African-American schoolgirl / schoolboy / old lady / factory
wor ker//fimother of six children. Describe your way of life.

Imagine that you're a pop singer. Describe your poor childhood in the slums of a
Negro neighbour hood and how you have gone from ragstoriches.

15. Retell thefollowing articlein English.

3ABJIY IUBIINNCS ABTOBYC
ABTOOYC B AMepHKe — 3TO TPAHCIOPT OTBEP:KEHHBIX. HeBaXkHO, UTO ciemyeT

OH HC IO HallluM yxa6I/lCTI)IM JoporaM, a 1o OTMEHHBLIM XaﬁBeﬂM, CKOPOCTHBIM
mocce 6e3 CBCTOCI)OpOB, TCHUAJIbHOMY BOIUIOIICHUIO aMCPHUKAHCKOI'O0 CTHUJIA KU3HH
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(ecnu 4TO YK W OTpakaeT HAIMOHANBHBIN XapakTep, TaK 3TO MMEHHO JOPOTH);
HEBAXXHO, YTO CHA0XKEH OH KOHIMIIMOHEPOM U TyaJIeTOM; YTO TOPMO3UT Y «MaK/I0HAJIICOB»
U MIPOYMX NPHUIOPOXKHBIX Kade, MpaBaa, ¥ HOUYbIO TOPMO3UT, B HE COBCEM YpPOUHOE
Uil eabl BpeMs... A BaXHO, YTO CPEAHMH KJacC W BBINIE Jake HAa KOPOTKOE
paccTosTHHE JIETAeT CaMOJIETaMH MITH €3[JUT aBTOMOOMIISIMH.

Kaxxgple mrecTs 9acoB MEHSETCS BOJAWTEIb, & C HUM U CTHJIb 1TOE3KH. Bonurens
B aMEpHKaHCKOM aBToOyce — ¢urypa yHukaipHas. OH Tebe u run (ImocMoTpute
HaJIeBO — TaM COCHA IPOpOCia CKBO3b CKally, BUIWTE, €€ 3a00pOM OTOPOMIMIN), U
noymueiickuii (a KoMy ele 3a IOpsIKOM Ha MapIIpyTe CIEIUTh?), U Cyabs B TH000M
KOH()JIMKTE, M BBICOKMH mNpodeccnoHan... A elle BOJAUTENIbL B aMEPUKaHCKOM
aBTOOYyCE — peKHccep, a Mbl BCE — YYaCTHUKH U 3pPUTEIIN TIPEJCTABICHHs. ANIOTOMY
HENPEMEHHOE €ro KauecTBO — MPHUPOAHBIA apTUCTU3M, OCOOCHHO CBONCIBCHHBIN
BOJIUTEIISIM-HErpaM. «37I0pOBO, JIEOTH, MeHst 30BYT JhxeiiMe». — «Otky/a 161, JpKeimc?» —
«3 Can-®panmucko». — «byns octopoxeH, [xeiimc, He ToMaics B MmyTH». —
«He 3Har0 yX, KOT/1a JIoBe3y Bac, pe0sTa, HO ¢ 00XKbeH ITOMOIIBIO KOrIa-HUOY b 10BE3Y...
CMmoTpuTe, MBI BBIEXaNM Ha JECATh MUHYT MO3XeE, a NMpPUe3kacM Ha CeMb MHHYT
panbiue. S Beiurpan nensie Tpu MuHyThl! Hy, pa3se s He XopOmwmit BoIuTeb?..»

CrnoBo 3a cioBo, Muist 3a MwieH... JKH3HB<Tspkena, Kak 3Ta OecKOHeuHas
nopora. [Touemy ObI HE CKPacHTh €€ B paMKax KaHpa?

U xakoif xe crmektakib Oe3 ckanmana? [lomeeBmmii B AiioBe MOIOION Herp
BpyOaeT Ha BCIO MOIIb TPOMO3JIKHAN MarHuTOdOH, yIepka ero, kak peOcHKa, Ha
konensx. Hamr nocnennuii Boautens, Kpuc,OcTanaBinuBaeT aBTO0YC, HOAXOIUT K HEMY:!
«Vnu TBI CHIO CEKYHAY BBIKIIIOYAEIIb CBOIO\0aHAYpy U MOJHUMAEIIb €€ HaBepX, WU
BBIBAIBAI OTCIOAA...». MTHOBEHHOE HPOTHBOCTOSIHUE, HATIPSDKEHHAs! TUILIMHA, TOTOBAs
pa3pasuThCsl CTBIYKOM, HErp MEJICHHO /BCTAaeT, CTaBUT MarHUTO(GOH Ha TOJIKY,
6opmouet: «Ecim Obl ThI ObLT YEPHBIM, ThI ObI CO MHOM Tak He HocTynu». He ynocrous
ero orBeToM, Kprc BanbsbkHO (ClienyeT K pyiro. CIycTs 1Ba 4aca TpOMKO OOBSIBIISET
B MukpodoH: «Ecnu OBL s ObUI YepHBIM, 51 OB cpa3y BBEIKMHYN TeOs u3 aBToOycCa,
a TaKk — HE MOTy».

C yXacoM CMOTPIOWHA FAIEpKy, Ha TPH YETBEPTH depHyro. Ho oHa SBHO Ha cTOpoHE
Kpuca, Hapymmas, MOM TIPE/ICTABICHHST O PACcOBOI COIMMIAPHOCTH, OHA TOALIYYMBACT — U
37100HO — Ha I 3TIOHOTYIHBIM JIFOOUTENIEM TPOMKOM My3bIKH, OHA — Ha CTOPOHE CHITBL. M
nioBezieHre Kprca yKiaapIBaeTcs B €€ MOHATUE CIPABEIMBOCTH. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, IMEHHO
OH TYT NPEICTABIISIET 3aKO0H... B 00111eM, KMHO BBIXOJIUT HE YepHO-0e1oe, a IIBETHOE.

ABrobyc Bce-raku 3a6mymicst. Ho yxe B Hyro-Mopke. BoIHBIpHYIH MBI TI€-TO BO3/IE
IenmpanbHoro mapka, B nieHtpe Manxarrena. llodep roopur: «boxe, 3to Centpar-
mapk; HaM crojia He Hano». [Taccaxupsl eMy COBETHI JalOT, KyJa exars. M TyT oTkyna
HH BO3BMHCH — METpOHOIUTEH-MY3€eH. «9TO UTO €lIle TAaKOe?» — B y>Kace BOCKIIHIIACT
modep. «A 310, — ToBOpro, — MeTpomonuteH-My3eil. Mbl HaxoauMmcs B BocTounoit
yacTu LleHTpanbHOTO Mapka, a CTaHIUs Ballla — B IIPOTHBOIIOJIOKHONW CTOPOHE.

51 xora MoToM 3Ty HCTOPHIO aMEPHUKAHIIAM PacCKa3bIBajla, OHN YXKACHO CMESITHCH.

(By G. V. Nesterchuk, V. M. Ivanova)
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16. Express your opinion about discrimination in general.

17. Discuss the following statement.

The USA is a highly multiethnic society. It comprises numerous racial,
religious, and cultural groups. Its diversity gives American society a specia flavor,
bitter at times, but at most times — sweet, greatly benefiting its cultural and
economic fabric.



XII AMERICAN CHARACTER
1. Discussthe following views on American character.
EXPERT'SVIEW. AMERICAN CHARACTER

Our political freedom, rooted in that essential respect for the individual, and our
open door to the world unleashed stupendous energies and creativity. Free to
transcend our origins, however humble, free to make of ourselves whatever our
talents permit, we created a new socia type — the self-made man. That's why, in
America, we ask a person not who he is or who his family is but what he does.
Millions were attracted here by the dream of afresh start, a second try, athird try, an
escape from the confinements and hatreds of the past.

Our immigrant history and our frontier experience helped us evelve,a unique
culture of self-reliance, independence, resourcefulness, pragmatism,/and novelty.
We are comfortable with change and with people who make things happen. We
foster the upstart and the young. In America, the new is better than the old; taking
charge is valued over playing it safe; making moeney,is superior to inheriting it;
education and merit are favored over family ties.

(M. B."Zuckerman. Living the dream)

| think the most un-American thingyou, can say is, “You can't say that”.
(Garrison Keillor)

There are those who will say that‘the liberation of humanity, the freedom of man
and mind is nothing but a dream."They are right. It is the American Dream.
(Archibald MacLeish)

America's greatest strength, andrits greatest weakness, is our belief in second
chances, our belief that weican aways start over, that things can be made better.
(Anthony Walton)

The American, by nature, is optimistic. He is experimental, an inventor and
a builder who builds best when called upon to build greatly. (John F. Kennedy)

An Englishmanuis‘a person who does things because they have been done
before. An American is a person who does things because they haven’'t been done
before. (Mark Twain)

HOW TO TELL IF YOU’RE AMERICAN

Not long ago, one of those ear nest-freshman puppydogs on the Net declared that there was
“no such thing as American culture” Right. Fish have also been known to doubt the existence of water.

The following is a first crack at an ostensive definition of ‘American culture — things
shared by the vast mgjority (let's say 90%) of native-born Americans. Many of these won’t
sound 'cultural’ at all to Americans, they'll sound like just descriptions of the way things are.
But each one of themwould be contested in one or more non-American cultures.
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If you're American...

Y ou believe deep down in the First Amendment, guaranteed by the government
and perhaps by God.

You're familiar with David Letterman, Mary Tyler Moore, Saturday Night Live,
Bewitched, the Flintstones, Sesame Street, Mr. Rogers, Bob Newhart, Bill Cosby,
Bugs Bunny, Road Runner, Donald Duck, the Fonz, Archie Bunker, Star Trek,
the Honeymooners, the Addams Family, the Three Stooges, and Beetle Bailey:

Y ou know how baseball, basketball, and American football are played. If you're
male, you can argue intricate points about their rules. On the other hand’(and"unless
you're under about 20), you don't care that much for soccer.

Y ou count yourself fortunate if you get three weeks of vacation a year.

If you died tonight...

You're fairly likely to believe in God; if not, you’ ve certainly,been approached
by people asking whether you know that you' re going to Heaven.

Y ou think of McDonald's, Burger King, KFC etc. as.cheap food.

Y ou probably own atelephone and a TV. Your placeisheated in the winter and
has its own bathroom. Y ou do your laundry in‘a machine.”Y ou don’t kill your own
food. You don't have adirt floor. You eat at atable, Sitting on chairs.

You don’'t consider insects, dogs, cats, monkeys, or guinea pigs to be food.

A bathroom may not have a bathtub init, butiit certainly has atoilet.

It seems natural to you that the teleéphone system, railroads, auto manufacturers,
airlines, and power companies are privately run; indeed, you can hardly picture
things working differently.

You expect, as a matterof ‘course, that the phones will work. Getting a new
phoneis routine.

The train system, by contrast, isn't very good. Trains don't go any faster than
cars; you're better off taking a'plane.

You find a two-party system natural. You expect the politicians of both parties
to be responsiveto,business, strong on defense, and concerned with the middle class.
Y ou find parliamentary systems (such as Italy’s) inefficient and comic.

Y ou don'tiexpect to hear socidism serioudy defended. Communism, fuhgeddaboudit.

Between “black” and “white”’ there are no other races. Someone with one black
and onewhite parent looks black to you.

You.think most problems could be solved if only people would put aside their
prejudices and work together.

Y ou take a strong court system for granted, even if you don’t use it. Y ou know
that if you went into business and had problems with a customer, partner, or
supplier, you could take them to court.

You'd respect someone who speaks French, German, or Japanese — but you
very likely don’t yourself speak them well enough to communicate with a monolingual
foreigner. You’'re a bit more ambivalent about Spanish; you think the schools should
teach kids English.
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It's not al that necessary to learn foreign languages anyway. Y ou can travel the
continent using nothing but English — and get by pretty well in the rest of the
world, too.

Youthink atax level of 30% is scandaloudly high.

School is free through high school (at least, it's an option, even if you went to
private school); collegeisn’'t, unless you get a scholarship.

Collegeis (normally, and excluding graduate study) four years long.

Everybody knowsthat

Mustard comesin jars. Shaving cream comesin cans. Milk comesin plastic jugs
or cardboard boxes, and occasionally in bottles.

The date comes second: 11/22/63. (And you know what happened on that date.)

The decimal point isadot. Certainly not acomma.

A billion is athousand times a million.

World War Il was a just war, and (granted all the suffering of course) ended all
right. It was a time when the country came together and:did what was right. And
instead of insisting on vengeance, the US very generously rebuilt Europe instead,
with the Marshall Plan.

Y ou expect marriages to be made for love, not arranged by third parties. Getting
married by a judge is an option, but not a requirement; most marriages happen in
church. You have a best man and a maid or'matron of honor at the wedding —
afriend or asibling. And, naturally, a man@etsonly one wife at atime.

Once you're introduced to someone (well, besides the President and other lofty
figures), you can call them by their first name.

If you're awoman, you don’ t.go to.the beach topless.

A hotel room has a private bath.

Y ou'd rather afilm be subtitled than dubbed (if you go to foreign films at all).

You seriousy expect to be able to transact business, or deal with the
government, without payingbribes.

If apolitican hasbeen cheating on hiswife, you would question hisahility to govern.

Just about any store will take your credit card.

A company can firejust about anybody it wants, unlessit discriminates by doing so.

Y ou like your bacon crisp (unlessit’s Canadian bacon, of course).

Labor Day isin the fall.

Contributionsto world civilization

You've probably seen Star Wars, ET, Home Alone, Casablanca, and Snow
White. If you're under forty, add Blazing Saddles, Terminator, Jaws, and 2001;
otherwise, add Gone with the Wind, A Night at the Opera, Psycho, and Citizen Kane.

You know the Beatles, the Rolling Stones, Bob Dylan, Elvis, Chuck Berry,
Michael Jackson, Simon & Garfunkel, Linda Ronstadt. If not, you know Frank
Sinatra, Al Jolson, Duke Ellington, Louis Armstrong, Tony Bennett, and Kate Smith.
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Y ou count on excellent medical treatment. Y ou know you're not going to die of
cholera or other Third World diseases. Y ou expect very strong measures to be taken
to savevery ill babiesor peoplein their eighties. Y ou think dying a 65 would be atragedy.

You went over US history, and some European, in school, Not much Russian,
Chinese, or Latin American. Y ou couldn’t name ten US interventionsin Latin America.

Y ou expect the military to fight wars, not get involved in politics. You may not
be able to name the head of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.

Y our country has never been conquered by aforeign nation.

You're used to awide variety of choices for amost anything you buy.

You till measure things in feet, pounds, and gallons.

You are not afarmer.

Comics basically come in two varieties: newspaper comics and magazines; the
latter pretty much all feature superheroes.

The people who appear on the most popular talk shows are mostly. entertainers,
politicians, or rather strange individuas. Certainly not,Say, authors.

You drive on the right side of the road. Y ou stop at.red lights even if nobody’s
around. If you're a pedestrian and cars are stopped at ared light, you will fearlessly
cross the street in front of them.

Y ou think of Canada as a pleasant, peaceful, butirather dull country, which has
suddenly developed an inexplicable problem,iniQuébec. You probably couldn't
explain why the Canadians didn’t join the ether British colonies in rebelling against
King George.

Y ou consider the VVolkswagen Beetle to be asmall car.

The police are armed, but not with,submachine guns.

If awoman is plumper than the average, it doesn’t improve her [ooks.

The biggest meal of the'day.is in the evening.

The nationality people most often make jokes about is the French.

There's parts of the ity you definitely want to avoid at night.

Outside the' Beltway

You fed that your kind of people aren’t being listened to enough in Washington.

Y ou wouldn't”expect both inflation and unemployment to be very high (say,
over 15%).at the sametime.

Y ou don't care very much what family someone comes from.

The normal thing, when a couple dies, is for their estate to be divided equally
between their children.

Y ou think of opera and ballet as rather elite entertainments. It's likely you don’t
see that many plays, either.

Christmas isin the winter. Unless you're Jewish, you spend it with your family,
give presents, and put up atree.

Y ou may think the church istoo powerful, or the state is; but you are used to not
having a state church and don’t think that it would be a good idea.

You'd be hard pressed to name the capitals or the leaders of al the nations of Europe.
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You aren’t familiar with Mafalda, Lucky Luke, Corto Maltese, Milo Manara,
Guido Crepax, Gotlib, or Moebius.

You've left a message at the beep.

Taxis are generally operated by foreigners, who are often deplorably ignorant
about the city.

You are distrustful of welfare and unemployment payments — you think people
should earn a living and not take handouts. But you would not be in favor of
eliminating Social Security and Medicare.

If you want to be adoctor, you need to get a bachelor’ sfirst.

There sure are alot of lawyers.

Space and time

If you have an appointment, you'll mutter an excuse if you're fiveiminutes |ate,
and apologize profusely if it's ten minutes. An hour late is almost inexcusable.

If you're talking to someone, you get uncomfortable if they approach closer than
about two feet.

About the only things you expect to bargain for are houses, cars, and antiques.
Haggling islargely a matter of finding the hidden point that’ sthebuyer’s minimum.

Once you're past college, you very rarely simply show up at someone's place.
People have to invite each other over — especialy if.ameal isinvolved.

When you negotiate, you are polite, of course, but it's only good business to
‘play hardball’. Some foreigners pay excessiveattention to status, or don't say what
they mean, and that’ s exasperating.

If you have a business appointment or. interview with someone, you expect to
have that person to yourself, and the business shouldn’t take more than an hour or so.

TALKING POINTS

Discussin class how much,different we arewith the Americans.
Imagine that yourhave visited the United States of America. Describe your travelling
experience using the facts and vocabulary you have lear ned from the book.



APPENDIX A
WOOD — WOODS— FOREST
Wood
Used as an uncount noun.
Wood is the material which forms the trunks and branches of trees, and which is
used to make things such as furniture.

... a piece of wood.
The screws are very fine and won'’t split the wood.

Note that you do not refer to a piece of wood as ‘awood’.

‘“Wooden’

Y ou do not usually use ‘wood’ in front of a noun to say that something is made
of wood. The word you use is wooden.

...awooden box with instructions on the lid.

They were all sitting at a long wooden table.

‘“Wood’ used as a count noun:

A wood is alarge area of trees growing'close to each other.

...the big wood where the pheasants lived.

People sometimesrefer to a very large wood as the woods.

They walked through the woods towards the main house.

Note'that Americans usually use the form woods as both singular and plural,
and domnot use the singular form to refer to an area of trees.

‘Forest’
An extremely large area of treesis called a forest.

They had their picnic in a clearing in the forest.
... Sherwood Forest.



APPENDIX B
COLLOCATIONSUSED TO DESCRIBE NATURE

Nature, n

ADJ.: wild, virginal, amazing, inimitable in its beauty, original, charming,
awakening, mother.

VERB + NATURE: commune with, be/get back to (= be close to), be found in.

NATURE + VERB: endow (sb with) sth, produce sth.

NATURE + NOUN: conservation, reserve, trail.

PREP.: closeto, in.

PHRASES: the forces of nature, the laws of nature, alove of nature!

River, n

ADJ.: broad, great, large, long, mighty, wide, little, narrow, short, small, deep,
shallow, high, low fast-flowing, slow-moving, sluggish, winding, swollen, navigable,
calm, spectacular.

VERB + RIVER: cross, ford, get across, bridge, dam, dredge mparuposath
(nHOUepmnarens), Navigate.

RIVER + VERB: flow, run, wind, rise, be in flood, burst its banks, flood (sth),
overflow sth, dry up.

RIVER + NOUN: bank, water, valley,System, crossing, traffic, course.

PREP.: across a/the ~, along a'the ~,"down a/the ~, down by a/the ~, down to
althe ~, into a/the ~, on althe ~, up althe ~,~ of (figurative) ariver of lava.

PHRASES: the banks/bottom/middle/side/surface of ariver, abend in the river,
the course/direction of ariver, theriver's edge.

Lake, n

ADJ.: big, great, huge,large, little, small, deep, shallow, beautiful, lovely, blue,
freshwater, salt, frozen; artificial, man-made, ornamental, inland, mountain, boating,
blue-eyed, extremely picturesgue.

VERB + KAKE:eross.

LAKE + NOUN: bed, water.

PREP..across althe ~, around/round althe ~, at althe ~, in althe ~, into althe ~,
on'a'the ~.

PHRASES: the edge/middlie/shores/side/surface of the lake, lapping waves,
dimples of lakes, pride of the country, unique ecological environment of the Lakeland.

Mountains, n

ADJ.: ice-covered, snow-covered.
VERB + MOUNTAIN: to climb a mountain.
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Landscape, n
ADJ. astounding natural, picturesque.

Tourism, n

ADJ.: international, overseas, mass, package, expanding, increased, eco-friendly,
ecologicd, environmenta ,green, sustainable, farm, agro, therapeutic, “green”, recregtiond,
health.

VERB + TOURISM: boog, increase, promote, be dependent upon, depend on, rely.on.

TOURISM + VERB: boom, increase, decline, fall, slump.

TOURISM + NOUN: business, enterprise, industry, market, sector, development,
promotion, strategy, officer, potential.

PREP.: through ~.

PHRASES: a downturn/decline/drop in tourism, the devel opment/promotion of
tourism, earnings/income/revenue from tourism, the growth infof/tourism, the impact
of tourism, an increase/arise in tourism.



APPENDIX C
WORD COMBINATIONSUSED TO DESCRIBE A CITY

Art,n
ADJ. + ART: historic, contemporary, interactive, decorative.
VERB + ART: make, learn about, engage with.

Cdeébration, n
ADJ. + CELEBRATION: weekly, simple, quiet.
VERB + CELEBRATION: assist with, joinin.

Collection, n

ADJ. + COLLECTION: the largest, remarkable, the most important, unrivaled in size.
VERB + COLLECTION: enjoy, explore,to maintain.

COLLECTION + VERB: offer, include.

Experience, n

ADJ. + EXPERIENCE: the world's finest cinematic, warm, meaningful, countless,
interactive, flawlessvacation , theetricd , exciting, wildly.outrageous, powerful entertainment,
traditional visitor.

VERB + EXPERIENCE: to round out &xperience.

EXPERIENCE + VERB: enliven, transform.

Experience, v
EXPERIENCE + NOUN: experience exhibits.
VERB + EXPERIENCE: step inside to experience smth.

Exhibition, n

ADJ. + EXHIBITION: finest and most prestigious, changing, artifact, groundbreaking,
special exhibitioninnovative;

VERB_+ EXHIBITION: enjoy awide array of traveling exhibitions.

Gallery,n
VERB + GALLERY: step inside, showcase in, explore.
GALLERY + VERB: feature.

Nightclub, n

ADJ. + NIGHTCLUB: non-traditional, elegant, young, hip, contemporary, high-
energy, all-the-time, al-party, sensual.

NIGHTCLUB + VERB: located, suggest, boast, feature, open up.

PHRASE: provide al the mystery, haunt your memory.
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Painting, n
ADJ. + PAINTING: iconic, full-size.
VERB + PAINTING: experience.

Place, n

ADJ. + PLACE: magical place.

PHRASE: a place to make personal journey of discovery,
the place to learn more about,

aplace for inspiration and creative expression,

place where dreams swim in the air and dance on water.

Setting, n
ADJ. + SETTING: deek, modern setting, contemporary, ‘unique, relaxed,
comfortable.

Spectacle, n
ADJ. + SPECTACLE: groundbreaking, awe-inspiring, gorgeous gasp-inducing.

Tour, n
ADJ. + TOUR: full day, al-inclusive, helicopter.
TOUR + VERB: provide, cover, last.

Work, n
ADJ. + WORK: extraordinary, unrivaled, showcased , integrated.
VERB + WORK: experience.



APPENDIX D

NATIONAL IDENTITY AND CHARACTER

The following table is one of the results of Alena Budzko’s project work in the
Intercultural Communication class at Kansas-state. It attempts to investigate the
influence of various historical events and contexts on the formation of the American

character and identity.

Historical context

Character features

—Survivdl along the moving frontier
F. J. Turner: «That coarseness and strength
combined with acuteness and acquistiveness,
that practical, inventive turn of mind,
quick to find expedients; that masterful
grasp of materia things, lacking in
artistic but powerful to effect great ends;
that restless, nervous energy; that dominant
individudism, working for good and for
evil, and with al that buoyancy and
exuberance which comes with freedom —
these are traits of the frontier, or traits
caled out elsewhere because of the
existence of the frontier.

— Therule «he who doesn’'t work shall not gat».

— The population was mainly recruited from
working classes of Britain and Europe.

— Achievement and success.

— «Success story», self-made man philesophy.

— Competition.

— Efficiency and practicality.
Includes adaptability, technological
innovation, economic expansion, up-to-
datedness, «getting things done». Points
to activisty rationa “and secular emphasis
of the culture.

— Loveof size and bigness.

—Laxity of political control by“England
(distance)

— Immigrant experience; «We are al third
generation». (M. Mead)

—Only a small number of colonists were
aristocrats, the,majerity — middle and
lower classes, opposing some features of
their parent society.

— Rejection of authority.

— De-emphasizes the past, oriented toward
future.

— Openness to change, mobility.

— The commitment toward increased levels
of democratic self-rule and freedom.

—Attempt at active mastery rather than
passive acoeptance; stress on power, postive
encouragement of desire, approval of
ego-assertion, etc.

—Work ethic.

— Interested in the external world of things,
pal pabl e/immediate/manipul ative VS.
contemplative.

— Informality.

— Optimism, belief in progress and faith in
the perfectibility of man.

113



The table termination

Historical context

Character features

— Mass accessibility to abundant resources,
which means that anyone can become a
king of hisher own by dissolving old
hierarchies and social form.

— Personality types. outgoing, adaptive,
accessible, and assimilative, arrogant,
confident.

— Individualism.

— “Property-ism” — excessive emphasis on
the accumulation and protection' of
property.

— Puritans.

— Harsh and intolerant way of thinking.

—A srand of stern moralism — mora
absolutism.

— Missionary spirit (i=e, reforming others,
interfering with( theirlives), religious
vision.

— Individuaism:

— Self-reliance.

— Charity.

— Empiricism/practicality.

— Expulsion of Indians.

— Slavery.

— Sweatshop pattern in industry.
— Child Iabor.

—“Humanitarian mores’.
Emphasis upon any type of disinterested
concern and helpfulness, including
personal kindness, aid and comfort,
spontaneous aid in mass disasters, and
organized philanthropy.
Sympathy for “under-dog”.
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BaplyY

CneunanbHOCTU:

v AHFUACKUMA 93bIK. HemeuKkuidaselk;

v Hemeukuit a3bIk. AHFAUUCKUU 43bIK;

v MHOCTpaHHBIM a3bIK (GHFNUACKUW) . MHOopMaTUKa;

Vv WHOCTpaHHBIA A3bIK (GHFAWMCKuiA). Benopycckuis
A3LIK U NMUTepatypa;

v WHocTpaHHbIU a3bIK  (aHrAuMckuiA). TexHonorus

(ob6cnyxuearowinni Tpya).

YyebHble NNaHEINO BCeM CNeLUanbHOCTAM CO3AaF0T OCHOBY ANs
OBNAAEHUS UHOCTPAHHLIMU A3LIKAMU HA NPOPECCUOHANIbHOM
yposHe. Cpei OCHOBHbLIX AUCLUNIUH — MPAKTUKA YCTHOM U NUCH-
MeHHOM{peun, NpaKTUYecKas U TeopeTUYecKas (POHeTUKa, NpaKTu-
UeCKaa M TeopeTuyeckas rpammaTUKa, MeToAMKa NpenoaaBaHUs
VWHOCTPAHHOrO A3bIKA, TUNOJSIOTUS POAHOTO U UHOCTPAHHOTO S3bIKOB,
UETOpUS A3bIKa, CTpaHOBeAeHWe, 3apybexHas nuTepatypa.

Ocob6oli NonynapHOCTbHO Y CTyZA@HTOB MOnb3yHoTca Kypebl «TTpo-
(PECCUOHANbHAA  KynbTypa», «OCHOBBI MEXKYSbTYPHOU KOMMYHUKG-
LUMm», «VHTepnpeTauma UHOS3bIMHOO MO3TUYECKOro TekcTa», «MeTo-






