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New data on Sphaerites perforatus and S. nitidus (Coleoptera:
Sphaeritidae): additional diagnostic characters and records from China
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Sphaeritidae): nonoaHuTENbHBbIE AUATHOCTHYECKHE IPU3HAKH
U yka3anusda u3 Kurasa
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The article deals with diagnostic characters, distribution including additional faunal records,
and ecology of Sphaerites perforatus Gusakov, 2017 and S. nitidus,Lobl, 1996. A redescription
of S. perforatus with indication of additional morphological characters is given. Wings vena-
tion of S. perforatus, S. nitidus, and S. glabratus (Fabricius, 1792) is analysed. A key to all spe-
cies of Sphaerites Duftschmid, 1805 is given.

B craTtbe paccMOTpeHBI MUATHOCTUYECKVE TPU3HAKH, DACIPOCTPAHEHUE, BKJIIOYAS IOIIOJI-
HUTENbHBIE (hayHUCTUYECKUE HAXONKU, U 9KOJOrUs Sphaerites perforatus Gusakov, 2017 u
S. nitidus 1Lobl, 1996. [lpusoautcs mepedmucanue . S. perforatus ¢ yKasaHUeM JOTIOJHUTENb-
HBIX MOP(OJIOrHYeCKUX TPH3HAKOB. [IpOAHAIMBNPOBAHO JKILUIKOBAHIE KPbLIbEB S. perforatus,
S. nitidus v S. glabratus (Fabricius,1792). Mafa onpenesnvrenbHast TabauIa BCeX BUIOB PO
Sphaerites Duftschmid, 1805.
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INTRODUCTION

Sphaeritidae, »commonly called false
clown'beétles,include a single genus, Spha-
erites. Duftschmid, 1805, with seven cur-
rently known species. The majority (viz.
six) of species occur in the Palaearctic Re-
gion: S. dimidiatus Jurecek, 1934, S. glabra-
tus (Fabricius, 1792), S. involatilis Gusakov,
2004, S. nitidus 1.6bl, 1996, S. opacus Lobl
et Hava, 2002, and S. perforatus Gusakov,
2017. These species are known only from
China (Jurecek, 1934; Lobl, 1996; Lobl et
Hava, 2002; Gusakov, 2004, 2017) except
for S. glabratus widely distributed over the
forest zones. A single species, S. politus Man-

nerheim, 1846, is distributed in the Nearctic
Region (Mannerheim, 1846; Kryzhanovskij
& Reichardt, 1976). The taxonomic review
of the family was published by Gusakov
(2004), and more recently the distribution
of Sphaerites in the Palaearctic Region was
considered by Lobl (2015).

The present study is based on the re-
cently collected material of the two rare
species, S. perforatus and S. nitidus, from
Yunnan and Sichuan (China). The former
species was described recently on the basis
of seven specimens from five localities in
Yunnan; the latter one was known only by
the holotype and paratype collected in one
locality in Sichuan.
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